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TO THE 
Right Honorable 


THE 


Lord Cutts, 


Colonel of His Majeſty's 
Cold-Stream Regiment of 
Guards, Cc. 


My Lord, 


THE Addreſs of the follow- 
ing Papers is fo very much 

Due to Your Lordſhip, that they 
are but a mere Report of what 


4 3 has 


Dedication. 


has paſt upon my Guard to my 
1 for they were Writ 
upon Duty, 9 the Mind was 
perfectly Diſengag d and at Lei- 
ſure” in the Silent Watch of the 
Night, to run over the buſy 
Dream of the Day, and the vi- 
gilance which Obliges us to ſup- 
poſe an Enemy always near us, 
20 Awaken'd a Senſe that there 
is a Reſtleſs and Subtle one which 
conſtantly attends our ſteps, and 
mmeditätes our Ruine. 


ee 5 of this nature, a Man 
may with freedom acknowledge 
to your Lordſhip, who have ever 
been ſo far from running into the 
Faſhionable Vice of exploding Re- 
ligion, that your early Valour firſt 
appear'd againſt the profeſs:d Ene- 
mies of Chriſtianity 3 and Buda 
had tranſmitted you to late Po- 


ſtericy, 


Dedication. 


ſterity, but that you your ſelf have 
Obliccrated your part in that Glo- 
rious Scene by the freſher Me- 
mory of you, at Limerick and 
Namure. ry 


With one honeſt purpoſe of 
Life, and conſtant Service of one 
Intereſt, and one Cauſe ; in what 
Country have you not Fought ?' 
in what Field have you not Bled: 
but 1 know I here Offend you, 
nor will you allow warmth in com- 
on to be like a Friend |; 
but if, my Lord, to ſpeak you 
Generous, Honeſt and Brave be 
not ſo, I do aſſure you tis the 


only thing ble ever do in common 


with your Enemies. — 
1 ſaid your Enemies, but if there 
are any who have Ignorance or- 


Malice enough to be ſuch, their: 


little 


Dedication, 


little hates muſt be loſt in the 


diſtiaction the better World 
allow you, and thar County 
(whoſe diſcerning is refinꝰd by 

Learned and Elegant Univerſity ) 
has done you {o great an Ho- 


nour, in making you Unanimouſly 


their Repreſentative in Parliament, 
that they who would Oppoſe your 


Reputation, do but confeſs Py 


are Unacquainted with what pa 


ſes in the World, and ftrangers 


to the refidence of Knowledge and 
Virtue, 


Tas there you receiv'd thoſe 
rudiments of Honour, which have 


render d your Life conſpicuous e- 


nough to mate you appear a wor- 
thy deſcendant of an Ancient and 
 diftinguiſh'd Family, which has 
ſerv'd the Ciown id the moſt e- 


minent Stations, and been equally. 


Fa- 


Dedication. 


Favoutites of their Country; 'twas 
there you [mbib'd thoſe Impreſ- 
ſions which inſpire that true uſe 
of your Being, which ſo juſtly 
divides your time, between Labour 
and Diverſion, that the one does but 
recreate for the other, and which 
give a generous contempt of both, 
when in competition with the ſervice 
of that Country which you Love, 
and that God whom you Wor- 


ſhip. 


Go on, my Lord, thus to con- 
temn, and thus to enjoy Life, 
and if ſome great Engliſh day does 
not call for that Sacrifice, which 
you are always ready to offer, may 
you in a mature Age go to Sleep 
with your Anceſtors in expectation 
not of an imaginary Fame, bur a 
real and ſenſible Immortality. 


As 


Dedication, 


As for the Preſent I now. make 
you, if you'll accept it with your 
uſual Goodnels and Affection to me, 
I ſhall entertain no farther hopes, 
for as your Fayour is my Fortune, 
fo your Approbation is my Fame. 


J am, 


My Lord, 1 


Tower-Guard, 70 


March 23.1701. 15 
Your Lordſbip t 


Moſt Obedient, moſt Faith i 
ful and moſt Humble th 
Servant, ly 


Richard Steele, || “ 


P R E- 


C's 


HE World is divided between two 

| forts of People, the Men of Wit 
and the Men of Buſineſs, and theſe 

have it wholly in their Power, but however 
Mighty the latter may efleem themſelves, 
they have much the leſs ſhare in the Go- 
vernment of Manlind, and till they can keep 
t he others out of Company as well as En- 
ployment, they will have an almoſt Irreſiſti- 
ble Dominion over us: For their Imagiaa- 
tion is ſo wery quick and lively that in all 
they enjoy or poſſeſs, they have a reliſh high- 
ly Supertour to ihat of flower Men, which 
fine ſenſe of things they can communicate 10 
others in ſo prevailing a manner, that they 
give and take away what Impreſſions they 
pleaſe ; for while the Man of Wit ſpeaks, 
he beſtoms upon his hearers an apt Re- 
preſentation of his thoughts, all the happineſs 
and pleaſure of being ſuch as he is, and 


quickens 


PREFACE. 


quickens our heavier life into joys, we 
ſhould never of our ſelves have taſted, ſo 
that we are for our own ſakes his Slaves 
and Followers ; But indeed they generally uſe 
this charming Force with the utmoſt Ty- 
ranny, and as *tis too much in their Po- 
wer, miſplace our Love, our Hatred, our 
Deſires and Averſions on improper Objects, 
o that when we are left to our ſelves, we 
find truth diſcolour d to us, and they of 
Faculties above us have wrapt things in their 
owns nature of a dark and horrid pea in 
o bripht a diſeuiſe, that they have hal 
Pk ts 418 4 Whore AG be ftill 4 
Beauty, and an Adulterer no Villan. 


3 — Fumm 8 


Theſe Ils are ſupported by the Arbitrary 
ſway of Legiſlative Ridicule, while, by, I 
krow not not what Pedantrey of good Breeding, 
Converſation is confii?d to Indifferent, Low, 
or perhaps Vitious ſubjects, and all that is 
Serious, Good or Great almoſt Baniſh*d the 
World; for in Imitation of thoſe we have 
mention d, there aaily ariſe ſo many pretenders 
to do miſchief, that what ſeem'd at firſt but a 
Conſpiracy, is now a general Inſurrettion 
 agaruſt Virtue ; and when they who reall 
have Wit lead the way it is hardly to h 
5 prevented, 


—— > > >. 2 


PREFACE. 


prevented, but that they muſt be followed by 
4 Crowd my would be ſuch, and make 
what ſhift they can to appear ſo, by helpin 

one defect with another, and upphins Lit 
of Wit with want of Grace, and want of 


Reputation with want of Shame, 


Thus are Men hurryed away in the Pro- 
ſecution of mean and ſenſual deſires, and in- 
ſtead of Employing their Paſſions in the 
ſervice of Life, they ſpend their Life in the 
ſervice of their Paforl ; yet tho tis a Truth 
very little receiv' d, that Virtue is its own 
Reward, "tis ſurely an undeniable one, that 
Vice is its own Puniſhment , for when we 
have giv'n our Appetites a looſe Rein, we 
are immediately pracipitated by em into 
unbounded and enaleſs Wiſhes, while we re- 
pine at our Fortune, if its narrowneſs curbs 
*em, tho" the gratification of em were 4 
kindneſs, like the Indulgence of a May's 
Thirſt in a Dropſy ; but this Diſtemper of 
mind is never to be remedied, till Men will 
more unreſervealy attempt the work, and will 
reſolve to value themſelves rather upon 4 


ſtrong reaſon to allay their Paſſions, than a 


fine Imagination to raiſe *em : 


For 


PREFACE. 


For if we beſt Judge of things when we || | 
are not attually engag'd or concernd in " 
'em, every Man's own Experience muſt in- i 
form him, that both the pleaſures we fol- / 
' low, and the ſorrows we ſhan, are in Na- / 
ture ver) different from what we. conceive |, 
em, when we obſerve that paſt Enjoyments 
are Anxious, paſt Sufferings pleaſing in the I, 
Reflection; and ſince the memory of the one .: 
makes us apprebend our Strength, the other Ie 
our W, 2. it is an Argument of 4 Fees 
trivial mind to prefer the ſatisfaftions that Ii, 

lead to Inquietude before pains that lead to 
Tranquillity, _ SHS OY 
But if that conſiſts (as it certainly does) 
in the Mind's enjoyment of Truth, the moſt 
wvexatious circumſtance of its Anguiſb, is 
that of being in Doubt; from which Men 
will find but a wery ſhort relief, if they 
draw it from the Collections ar Obſervations 
: of ſedentary Men who. have been callod 
| 0m; for propoſing rules of active Life, which 
they cannot be ſuppoſed to underſtand: For be- 
tween the Arrogant and Fanatick indolence of 
ſome, and the falſe and. pleaſurable felicity 
of others (which are equally Chimæras) 4 
Man is ſo utterly divided that the happi- 
eſs of Philoſphers appears as Fantaſtick as 

the Miſery of Lovers. 

We 


"PREFACE. 


We ſhall not *tis hop'd be und erſtoo d, 
wing this to Imagin that there is a ſuf- 
cient Force in the ſhort following diſcourſe 
tem the Univerſal and deſftruttive Tor- 
nt of errour and pleaſure, it is ſufficient if 
e can 75 without being cart ed away with 
, and we ſhall ver) willing) reſign the 
lor) of an Oppoſition, if we can enjoy the 
me fer) of a Defence, and as it was at firſt 
e empted to diſengage my omn mind from 
eceiving appearances, ſo it can be pubs 
bd for no other end but to ſet others 
thinking with the ſame Inclination; which 
hoe der will pleaſe to do, will make a much 
ſetter Argument for his own Private aſe, 
) Pan as boa elſe can for him: For Intel- 
dual ill habits no more than Phyſical are to 
Cur'd by the Patient's Approbation of the 
ledecine, except he'll reſolve to take it, and 


5 F Fellom-Soldiours (to whoſe ſervice more 
ns Qpccially T mould direct any thoughts I were capa- 
5 e of) would form to themſelves (if any do not) 


conſtant reaſon of their Actions, they mouꝰd 
d themſelves better prepar'd, for all the 
of ſiciſitudes they are to meet with, when in- 
ily Fead of the changeable heat of mere Cou- 
4 ge and Blood, they acted upon the firm mo- 
des of Duty, Valour and Conſtanc) of 


oal. 


And 


| 
| 
| 


PR EFA CE. 


And ſuch Principles muſt infallibly be þ 
ter than any other we can Embrace, not 
ly to warm us to great Attempts, but alſo 
make our days in their ordinary paſſage, fl. 
away agreeably : For what can be thoughr mi 
daring than Truth, more chearful than 
wecence : And indeed I need not have b. 
beholden to the Experience o 4 wari( 
Life, to have been convinc'd that true 
pineſs is only to be found where I at preſ. 

lace it. For I was long ago told where 0 
I ſhould find it by the Reverend Dr. El 
my ever honour'd Tutour, which great 
'bligation I could not but mention, tho? 
Gratitude to him is perhaps an Accaſation | } 
my ſelf, who ſhall appear to have ſo lit © 
profited by the Inſtitution of ſo 2 q 
excellent a Writer, tho" he is above the Tem 
tion of (what is always in his Power) bei 
Famous. ; 


THE 
Chriſtian Hero: 


o R, 


No Principles but thoſe of Religion 
ſufficient to make a Great Man. 


we can poſhbly Undertake, to reſcue 
our Minds from the Prejudice with 
which a falſe and unreaſonable fond- 
neſs of our ſelves has enſlaved us. But 
the examination of our own Boſoms is ſo 
ungrateful an exerciſe, that we are forc'd 
upon a Thouſand little Arts, to lull our 
Selves into an imperfect Tranquillity, 
which we might obtain ſincere and unin- 
terrupted, if we had courage cc 
2 00 


12 certainly the moſt uſeſul task 


2 The Chriftian Hero. 


look at the Gaſtly part of our Condition : 
But we are ſtill Flatterers to our ſelves, 
and Hypocrites the wrong way, by chu- 
ling inſtead of the ſolid ſatisfaftion of In- 
nocence and Truth, the returning Pangs of 
Conſcience, and working out our Damna- 
tion as we are taught to do our Happineſs, 
with Fear and T rembling. 

But this Misfortune we owe, as we do 
moſt others, to an unjuſt Education, by 
which we are inſpir'd with an Ambition of 
acquiring ſuch Modes and Accompliſh- 
ments, as rather enable us to give Pleaſure 
and Entertainment to others, than Satis- 
faction and Quiet to our ſelves: So Phan- 
taſtical are we as to drefs for a Ball when 
we are to {et out on a Journey, and upon 
Change of Weather, are juſtly derided not 
pitied by the beholders. How then ſhall 
we prepare for rhe unaccountable road of 
life ? when we know not how long or how 
ſhort it will prove? or what Accidents 
we thall meet in our paſſage? Can we 


take any thing with us that can make us 


chearful, ready and prepar*d for all occaſi- 
ons, and can ſupport us againſt all encoun- 
ters? Yes, we may (if we would receive it) 
a Confidence in God. Yet leaſt this be im- 
pos'd upon Men by a blind force of Cu- 


ſtom, or the Artifice of ſuch Perſons whoſe 
Intereſt 


— 
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Intereſt perhaps it may be to obtrude upon 
our Mirth, and our Gayety, and give us 
Melancholy proſpects to maintain them- 
ſelves in the Luxury they deny us. Let 
us not be frighted from the liberal uſe of 
our Senſes, or meanly reſign our preſent 
Opinions till we are convinc'd from our 
own Reflection alſo that there is ſome- 
thing in that Opinion which can make us 
leſs inſolent in Joy, leſs depreſs'd in Ad- 
verſity than the Methods we are already 
In; and indeed the chief Cauſe of Irreſolu- 
tion in either State, muſt proceed from the 
want of an Adzquate motive to our Acti- 
ons, that can render Men Dauntleſs and 
Invincible both to Pleaſure and Pain. 

It were not then, methinks, an uſeleſs en- 
mor to ſearch into the reaſon that we are 
o willing to arm our ſelves againſt the 
Aſſaults of delight and Sorrow, rather with 
the dictates of Morality than thoſe of Re- 
ligion, and how it has obtain'd, that when 
we fay a thing was done like an old Ro- 
man, we have a Generous and ſublime Idea, 
that warms and kindles in us, together 
with a certain ſelf diſdain, a deſire of Imi- 
tation; When, on the other fide, to fay, 
*twas like a Primitive Chriſtian, chills Am- 


bition, and ſeldom riſes to more than the 


cold approbation of a duty that perhaps a 
B 


4 The Chriſtian Hero. 


man wiſhes he were not oblig'd to. Or 
in a Word why is it, that the Heathen 
ſtruts, and the Chriſtian ſneaks in our Ima- 
gination: If it be as Machiavil ſays, that 
Religion throws our Minds below Noble, 
and Hazardous purſuits, then it's followers 
are Slaves and Cowards, but it it gives a 
more hardy and aſpiring Genius than the 
World before knew, then He, and All our 
fine Obſervers, who have been pleas'd to 
give us only Heathen Portraitures, to ſay 
no worſe, have robb'd their Pens of Cha- 
raters the moſt truly Gallant, and Heroick 
that ever appear'd to Mankind. 

About the time the World receiv'd the 
beſt News it ever heard, The Men whoſe 
Actions and Fortunes are moſt pompouſly 
— in Story, had juſt acted or were then 
performing their parts, as if it had been 
the deſign of Providence to prepoſſeſs at 
that time, after a more ſingular manner than 
ordinary, the minds of Men, with the trap- 
pings and furniture of Glory and Riches, 
to heighten the Virtue and Magnanimity 
of thoſe who were to oppoſe em all, by 
paſſing through Wants, Miſeries and Dif- 
graces; and indeed the ſhining Actions of 
theſe Illuſtrious Men, do yet glare ſo much 
in our faces, that we loſe our way by fol- 
lowing a falſe fire, which well conſider'd 

15 
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is but a deluſive Vapour of the Earth, when 
we might enjoy the leading conſtant Light 
of Heav'n. 

To make therefore a juſt Judgment in 
our conduct, Let us conſider two or three 
of the moſt eminent Heathen, and obſerve 
whether they or we are betrer appointed 
for the hard and weary March of Humane 
life ; For which examination we will not 
look into the Cloſets of men of Refle- 
ction and Retirement, but into the pra- 
tice and reſolution of thoſe of Action 
and Enterprize. There were never perſons 
more conſpicuouſly of this latter ſort, than 
thoſe concern'd in the Fortunes, and Death 
of Ceſar ; and ſince the pulſe of Man then 
beat at the higheſt, we will think it ſuffi- 
cient io our purpoſe, carefully ro review 
Him, and them as they March by us, and 
if we can ſee any apparent defect in their 
Armour find out ſome way to mend it in 
our own. But it will require all our Pa- 


| tience, by taking notice of the minuteſt 


things, to come at (what is abſolutely 
neceſſary to us) the receſſes of their Hearts 
and folds of their 'Tempers. 

Salluſt has tranſmitted to us twa very 
great, but very different perſonages, Cæſar 
and Cato, and plac'd them together in vhe 
moſt Judicious manner for appearing to 


B 3 ad- 
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6 The Chriſtian Hero. 
advantage, by the alternate Light and 
Shade of each other : Ceſar's Bounty, Mag- 
nificence, Popular and Sumptuous Enter- 
tainments ſtole an Univerſal affection; Ca- 
to's Parſimony, Integrity, Auſtere and Ri. 
gid behaviour, Commanded as Univerſal 
Reverence: None could do an ungentile 
thing before CA, none a looſe one beſore 


Cato: To one 'twas recommendation e- 


nough to be Miſerable, to the other to 
be Good; To Cæſar all faults were par- 
donable, to Cato none: One gave, oblig'd, 
pity'd and ſuccoured indifferently, bother 
blam'd, oppos'd and condemn'd imparti- 
ally: Ceſar was the Refuge of the Unhap- 
y, Cato the Bane of the Wicked : Cato 

| had rather be, than ſeem good, Ceſar 
was careleſs of cither but as it ſery'd his 
Intereſts: Cato's Sword was the Sword of 
Juſtice, Cæſar's that of Ambition: Ceſar 
had an excellent common Senfe aud right 
Judgment of Occaſion, Time and Place, 
the other blunt man underſtood not Ap- 
plication, knew how to be in the right, 
but was generally ſo out of Scaſon : Ce- 
Jar's manner made even his Vice Charm- 
ing, Cato's his Virtue Diſagreeable ; Ceſar 
Inſinuated Ill, Cato Intruded Good : Ceſar 
in his Sayings, his Actions and his W ri- 
rings was is the firſt and happieſt of all men; 
Ir 
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In his Diſcourſe he had a conſtant Wit 
and right Reaſon, in his Actions Gallan- 
try and Succeſs, in his Writings every thing 
that any Author can pretend to, and one 
which perhaps no man elſe ever had; 
he mentions himſelf with a good Grace: 
Thus it was very natural for Cæſar ad- 
orn'd with every Art, Maſter of every 
neceſſary Quality, either for Uſe or Or- 
nament, with a ſteady and well-plac'd In- 
duſtry to out-run Cato and all like him, 
who had none and deſir'd none but (an 
ever weak party) the Good for his 
Friends, 

Now this ſort of men were Ceſar and 
Cato, and by theſe Arts arriv'd they at 
that height, which has left ones Name 
proverbial for a Noble and Princely Na- 
ture, t'other's for an Unmov'd and Inex- 
orable Honeſty : Yet without following em 
through all the handſom incidents and 
paſſages of Lite, we may know 'em well 
enough in miniature, by beholding em on- 
ly in their manner of Dying : For in thoſe 
laſt Minutes the Soul and Body both col- 
lect all their Force, either bravely to op- 
poſe the Enemy, or Gracefully receive the 
Conquerour, Death. £ 


B 4 Ceſar 
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Ceſar by a long tract of Succeſſes was 
now become apparent Maſter of His Coun- 
try, but with a Security that's natural to 
Gallant men, Heroically torgave the moſt 
inveterate of his Oppoſers: Now was He 
followed with applauſe, renown, and ac- 
clamation : His valour had ſubdued the Bo- 
dies, His Clemency the minds of his Ene- 
mies: And how bleſs'd muſt the Earth be 
under His Command, who ſeems to court 
Dominion for no other end, but to indulge 
an inſatiable mind in the glorious pleaſures 
of beſtowing and forgiving ; this was the 
Figure Cæſar bore in the World's opinion, 
but not in Cato's. He was there a Tyrant 
in ſpite of the gloſs of Succeſs and of For- 
tune, which could not create appearances 
bright enough to dazzle his Eyes from ſee- 
ing the Traytor in the Conquerour : He 
knew to give a man his own as a bounty 
Was buta more impudent Robbery, and a 
wrong improv'd by the Slavery of an obli- 
gation : He juſtly and generouſly diſdain'd 
that his fellow-Citizen ſhou'd pretend to 
be his Lord; to his honeſt mind a pardon 
was but a more arrogant inſult, nor could 
he bear the apprehenſion of ſeeing his Equal 
inflict upon him a Tyranr ici forgiveneſs : 
what then muſt this unhappy good man do? 
Whither ſhall oppreſs'd Virtue fly from 

+ 32505 5 Slavery 
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Slavery: From Slavery? No. He is ſtill 
Free Lord of Himſelf, and Maſter of his 
Paſſions , Cefar is the Captive, He is ſhack- 
led, He is Chain'd, ard the numerous 
Troops which he boaſts the Companions 
of his Triumphs, and his Glories, are but 
ſo many Witneſſes of his ſhame, and con- 
fuſion, to whom he has by an open Uſur- 
pation manifeſted his broken Faith, falſe 
Profeſſion, and proſtituted Honour. But 
how far this Impreſſion of Intrinſick Glory 
and Happineſs in ſincere tho? diſtreſs'd 
Virtue, and the ſenſe of a Wicked man's 
abject, tho? proſperous, condition ( which 
Cato's Philoſophy gave Him ) did avail in 
his afflicted hours, the reſolution he is going 
to take will demonſtrate. 

He had now at Utica freſh and ſhocking 
Intelligence of the gathering Adherents to 
his Enemy, and could read in his own 


Company the meer followers of Fortune 


in their Countenance, but obſerv'd it with 
a negligent 2nd undaunted Air, concern'd 
only for the Fate of others, whoſe weak 
pity of themſelves made em the objects of 
his compaſſion alſo. It was viſible. by a 
thouſand little officious things he did, He 
was reſolv*d to leave this bad World: For 
he ſpent the day he deſign'd his laſt in a 
certain vanity of Goodneſs: He conſulted 

| per- 
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perſuaded, and diſpatch'd all he thought 
neceſſary for the ſafety of thoſe that were 
about him; which Services they receiv'd 


from him whoſe intent they ſaw, with 


Tears, and Shame, and Admiration. 
He continued the whole Evening this 


affected enjoyment of his Friends anxicty 
for him, which he rais'd by ſet Diſcourſes, 
and abated, or rather confirm'd by a ſtu- 
died Indifference, till he went to Bed, where 
he read Plato's Immortality, and Gueſſes at 
a future Life : at laſt he enquir'd for his 
Sword (on purpoſe miſlaid by his Son) 
they did not immediately bring it, which 
he ſeem'd to take no notice of but again 
fell to his Book : After his Second Le&ure 
he again wanted his Sword : Their heſi- 
tation in letting him have it threw him 
into an unſeemly rage, and expoſtulation 
with his Friends, whoſe obliging forrow 
witheld it: What has he done? what 
has he committed to be betray'd into the 
hands of his Enemy? Had Cato's wil- 
dom fo far left him, that he muſt be diſ- 
arm'd like a Slave, and a Madman? What 
had his Son ſeen ſo indiſcreet in his Father 
that he was not to be truſted with him- 
ſelf? To all this cruel and intemperate 
Queſtion, he was Anſwer'd with the hum- 
hleſt behaviour, tendereſt pelercnings and 


eepeſt 
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deepeſt eſteem; They implor'd his ſtay a- 
mongſt *em as their Genius, their Guardi- 
an, and Benefactor; Among the reſt a fond 
Slave was putting in his reſiſtance, and his 
affliction, for which he daſh'd the poor 
Fellow's Teeth out with his Fiſt, and 
forc'd out of the Room his lamenting 
Friends, with noiſe, and taunt, and tumult; 
a little while after had his hand with which 
he ſtruck his Servant dreſs'd, lay down, 
and was heard to ſnore, but ſure we may 
charitably enough believe from all this un- 
quiet Carriage, that the Sleep was diflem- 
bled from which as ſoon as he awak'd he 
ſtabb'd himſelf and fell on the Floor; His 
fall alarm'd his wretched dependants, 
whoſe help he reſiſted by tearing open 
his own Bowels, and ruſhing out of Life 
with fury, rage, and indignation. 
This was the applauded exit of that 
Noble Roman, who is ſaid with a Supe- 
riour and invincible Conſtancy, to have 
eluded the partiality of Fortune, and eſcap'd 
the incurſion upon ti Liberty of his Coun- 
try: It ſeems then had he liv'd, his own 
had been loſt, and his calling himſelf ſtill 
Free, and Cæſar the Uſurper, a Bond- man 
and Slave, were but mere words, for his 
opinion of things was in reality Stunn'd 
by Succeſs ; and he dy'd Diſappointed - 
| the 


Cc 


| 
| 
| 
| 
{ 
| 
' 
0 
{ 
{ 
[ 
l 
\ 
— 


12 The Chriſtian Hero. 


the imaginary ſelf, Exiſtence his own ſet 
of thoughts had promis'd him, by an action 
below the precepts of his Philoſophy, and 
the conſtancy of his Life. 

Thus did Catoleave the World for which 
indeed he was very unfit, in the hands of 
the moſt Skillful man in it, who at his en- 
trance on its Empi:e excel'd his paſt Glo- 
rious Life, by uſing with ſo much Tem- 
per and Moderation what he had purchas'd 
with ſo much Blood-ſhed and Violence, 
but we mult leave, at preſent, this buſy, 
and Inceſſant mind to the Meditation of 
Levelling inacceſſible Mountains, Check- 
ing the courſe of Oceans, and correcting 
the Periods of time: We mult leave him em- 
ploy'd in Modeling the Univerſe now his 
own, in the ſecure Enjoyment of a Life 
hitherto led in illuſtrious Hazards, and 
now every way fate, but where *tis its 
Beauty to lie open, to the Treachery of 
His Friends. 

Among the many pretenders to that 
Character was (is, an Able and Ex- 
perienc'd Souldier, bound to him by no leſs 
an obligation, than the giving him life and 
Quarter in Battel; He was of a dark Sul- 
len and Jzvoiw?d Spirit, quick to Receive, 
but Slow to dilcover a Diſtaſt, His anger 
never flew into his Face, but Ane to 

lis 
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his heart, which rankled, and prey*d upon 
it ſelf, and could not eaſily admit of Com- 
poſure either from Religion or Philoſophy; 
but being a perfect Epicurean, and fancy- 
ing there were none, or if any, thoſe Lazy 
and Supine Deities, muſt neceſſarily Ter- 
minate his hopes and fears in himſelf, and 
from his own Arm expect all the good 
and evil, of which his Lite was capable: 
This Man in his Temper uneaſy and piqu'd 
by a certain partiality of Cæſar's to his Diſ- 
advantage, could not ſatisfie a Sedate bloody 
Humour by any leſs Reparation than his 
Ruin, and having through a Revengeful 
biaſs of mind, a ſhort Memory of Kind- 
neſſes, and an indelible Reſentment of 
wrongs, reſolv'd to cancel an Odious be- 
nefit, by a pleaſing Injury: To this De- 
termination he was prompted by the worſt 
only Good quality a man can have, an un- 
daunted Courage, which fermented in Him, 
a reſtleſs and Gh n Meditation, of his 
Enemies that is hs Benefactors Death; A 
thought befitting the Greatneſs of his Ambi- 
tion, and the Largeneſs of His pernicious Ca- 
pacity His Capacity which conſiſted in a skill- 
ful diſſimulation of his Faults, for being full 
of thoſe Vices which nearly approach, and 
eaſily aſſume the reſemblance of Virtue, 
and ſeldom throw a man into viſible and 

Obvious 
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Obvious follies,heſo well accommodated his} 
ill Qualities to the good ones of thoſe with, 
whom he Convers'd, that he was very wel 
with the beſt men by a Similitude of their 
manners ; His Avarice obtain d the Fru- 
gal, his Spleen and difreliſh of Joy the 
Sober, and Abſtinent His Envy, and ha- 
tred of Superiours the Aſſerters of Publick 
Liberty: This conſiderable wretch skilltul- 
ly warm'd and urg'd forne of his own tem- 
per, whom he knew ready for any great 
Miſchief, to pull down the Overgrown 
Ceſar, and enſnar'd others by the ſpeci- 
ous pretence of a fincere Love to his Coun- 
try, to meet all Hazards for her Re- 
covery ; Theſe illuſtrious Ruffans 
who were indeed, men of the moſt weight, 
and the boldeſt Spirits of the Roman Em- 
pire, deſign'd to difpatch him in the Eye 
of all the World in open Senate, but nei- 
ther their Quality or Accompliſhments 
were great enough to Support em 
in ſo Nefarious an attempt, without there 
could be an expedient thought of, to give 
it a more Sacred efteem, than any of their 
Characters could inſpire : ?T was therefore 
neceſſary to make Marcus Brutus of the 


Conſpiracy. 


This 
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This Gentleman: poſſeſs'd the very Bo- 
ſom of Ceſar, who having had a Notort- 
ous Intrigue with his Mother, was believ'd 


if to have thought him his Son, but whether 
that, or an Admiration of his Virtue was 


the cauſe of his fondneſs, He had fo 


tender a regard for him, that at the Bat- 


tel of Pharſalia he gave it in Orders to 
the whole Army, if he would not take 
quarter to let him eſcape: He was like 
Ceſar addicted to Letters and Arms, and 
tho? not equal to him in his Capacity for 
either, above him in the uſe of both. He 
never drew his Sword but with a deſign 
to ſerve his Country, nor ever Read with 
any other purpoſe but to ſubdue his Paſ- 
ſions, ſo that he had from Books rather an 
habit of Life than a faculty of Speech; 
in his thoughts as well as Actions he was 
a ſtrict follower of Honeſty and Juſtice; 
all he ſaid as well as all he did, ſeem'd to 
flow from a publick and unbiaſs'd Spirit: 
He had no occaſion for the powers of 
Eloquence to be able to perſwade, for 
all men knew *twas their intereſt to be or 
his Mind; and he had before he ſpoke 
that firſt point, of the good will of his 
Audience, for every man's love of himſelf, 
made him a lover of Brutus. He had 


this Eminence without the leaſt tainr 
of 
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of Vanity, and a great Fame ſeed © 
not ſo much the purſuit, as the conſequence 
of his actions: Thus ſhould he do a thing + 
which might be liable to Mception, men p 
would be more apt to ſuſpect their own * 
Judgment than his Integrity, and believe 
whatever was the cauſe of the Action, it 
muſt be a Good one ſince it mov'd him: h 
and tho' a perfect Love of Mankind was I 
the ſpring of all he ated, that humane y 
temper never threw him into facility, but || © 
ſince he knew an ungrounded compaſſion * 
to one man, might be a cruelty to another, 
meer diſtreſſes without juſtice to plead for 
*em, could never prevail upon him, but, h 
all Gentle as he was, he was impregna- f 
hle to the moſt repeated importunity, ev'n 
that of his own good nature. 
Such was the Renown'd Brutus, and 
one would think a man who had no il 
Ambition to fatisfie, no looſe Paſſions to 
indulge, but whoſe Life was a Regular, 
Eaſy and Sedate motion, ſhould be in lit- | 
tle temptation of falling into a Plot, but p 
ill men where they cannot meet a con- 07 
venient Vice, can make uſe of a Virtue 
to a baſe purpoſe. fu 
He was lineally deſcended from the "* 
famous Brutus, that extinguiſh'd the T ar- 


guinswhoſe Debauches and Cruelties made 
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a' Regal name in Rowe as juſtly odious, 
as that of the B7utz, venerable for it's ex- 
tirpation, and Ceſar had very lately in 
the mid'it of an abſolute and unlimited 
Power betray'd a fantaſtick Ambition of 
being call'd King, which render'd him Ob- 
noxious to the Malice of the Conſpirators 
and the Vertue of Brutus: This was. 
the place where the Magnanimity of that 
Patriot ſeem'd moſt acceſſible, for twas 
obvious, that He who wanted nothing elſe 
to ſpur him to Glorious attempts, muſt 
be alſo animated by the memory of il- 
luſtrious Anceſtors, and not like narrow 
and degenerate Spirits, be ſatisfied with 
the Fantaske of Honour deriv*d from others, 
from whom without a Similitude of Vir- 
tue, *tis an unhappy diſtinction to de- 
ſcend. 


Yet however hopeful this handle ap- 
pear'd, they could not ſo abruptly attempt 
upon his awful Character, as immediate- 
ly to propoſe the Murder to him, without 
ome diſtant Preparation of mind to receive 
it. There were therefore theſe words fre- 
quently dropt, in his way from unknown 
hands: Thou art no longer Bratus; Thou 


art aſleep Brutus and the like; by which 
Go. Arti- 
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Artifice he grew very thoughtful and 


buſy with Himſelf, about the purpoſe of 
theſe Advertiſements ; One of fuch mo- 
ments Caſius took hold of, and opened 
to him the great deſign for the I iberty 
of his Country from Caeſar's Uſurpation: 
There needed no more to make him 
do a thing, but his belief that 'twas Juſt ; 
He ſoon conſented Ce/ar deferv'd to Die, 
and fince he did, to Die by his Hand : 
Gaining this perſonage, made all ripe for 
Execution, and Caſſius poſſeſs'd a full ſa- 
tisfaction, in that he had engag'd a man 
in the attempt, who in the Ey es of the 
People, inſtead of being ſully'd by it, would 
ſtamp a Juſtice and Authority upon the 
Action ; whoſe confirm'd reputation, was 
ſufficient to — a Murder, and conſe- 
crate an Aſſaſſination. 


Yet tho' his Juſtice made him readily 
conſent to Cæſar's Death, his Gratitude up- 
on reflection ſhook his reſolution to Act 
in it, all which conflict with himſelf we 
cannot view without the incident of Porc:'s 
Story. 

T. 3 Lady obſerv'd her Husband fall 
on a ſuddain from an eaſy, placid and fond, 
into a troubled, ſhort and diſtracted be- 

haviour ; 
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haviour; ſhe ſaw his mind too much em- 
ploy'd for the Conjugal endearments, and 
kind tenderneſſes, in which ſhe was uſu- 
ally happy, yet upon this obſervation grew 
neither Jcalous or Sullen, but mourn'd his 
filence of his Affliction to her with as 
deep a ſilence : This Lady I ſay, this no- 
ble Roman Wife turn'd all her ſuſpicion 
upon her ſelf, and modeitly believ'd that 
'twas her incapacity for bearing {o great 
a Secret, as that wiuch diicompos'd the 
ſtedfaſt Bratus, made him conceal from 
her an affliction, which ſhe thought ſhe 
had a title to participate; and therefore 
reſolv'd to know of her felt, whether his 
ſecrecy was a wrong, to her before ihe 
would think it ſo; to make this experi- 
ment ſhe gave her {elf a deep Stab an 
the Thigh, and thought if {he could bear 
that Torture, ſhe could alſo that of a Se- 
cret; the Anguiſh and concealment of her 
wound threw her into a Fever, in that 
condition ſhe thus ſpoke to her Husband. 
I Brutus, being the Daugitter of Cate, Troll 
&« was given to you in Mariage, not like a #* 1 
&« Concubine, to partake only of the common 
« Civilities of Bed and Board, but to bear a 
*part in all your good and all your evil 
C 2: For- 
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“Fortunes; and for my part when I look 
* on you, I find no reaſon to repent this 


« Match; But from Vie what evidence of 


« my Love, what ſatisſaction can you re. 
&« ceive, if I may not ſhare with you in 
* your moſt hidden Griefs, nor be admit- 
* ted to any of your Counſels, that require 
« Secrecy and Truſt; I know very well, 
« that Women ſeem to be of too weak a 
Nature to be truited with Secrets, but 
© certainly, Brutus, a Virtuous Birth and 
& Education, and a Converſation with the 
„Good and Honourable, are of ſome 


force to the forming our manners and 


*« ftrengthning our natural weakneſs ; and 
« can boaſt that I am the Daughter 
© of Cato, and the Wife of Brutus, In 
which two great Titles, tho' before I 
put too little confidence, yet now I have 
« try'd my ſelf, I find that even againſt 
* Grief and Pain I am Invincible. 


She then told him what ſhe had done, 
but 'tis not eaſy to repreſent the kind 
admiration ſuch a diſcourſe muſt give an 
Husband, and the ſweet tranſport that 
was drawn from their mutual affliction, 
is too delicate a touch of mind to be 


underſtood but by a Brutus and a Porcia. 


Yet 
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Yet tho' he was not too Wiſe to be ten- 
der to his Wife, when he had un- 
boſom'd himſelf, in ſpite of this laſt Acti- 
on, and a thouſand nameleſs things, that 
occur'd to his memory to ſoften him, 
he left his illuſtrious Heroin in her Pains 
and her Sorrows, to purſue his publick Re- 
ſolutions. But He 1s gone, and ſhe can 
burſt into thoſe Tears which the awe 
of his Virtue had made her ſmother, 
for how alaſs ſhall the Heart of Wo- 
man receive ſo harſh a Virtue, as to 
gratify her Husband's Will, by conſentin 
to his Ruine ? how ſhall ſhe ſtruggle wit 
her own Weakneſs and his Honour? But 
while ſhe lay in his Boſom ſhe learn'd 
all the Gallantry of it, and when ſhe 
ponders his Immortal Fame, his Generous 
Juſtice and Roman Reſolution, her mind 
enlarges into a greatneſs, which ſurmounts. 
her Sex and her Affection: When ſhe 
views him in the conſpicuous part of 
Life, ſhe can bear, nay Triumph in his 
Loſs ; but when ſhe reflects and remem- 
bers their Tenderer hours; thus would he 
Look, thus would he Talk, ſuch was his 
Geſture, Mein, the Mirth, the Gayety of 
the man ſhe Lov'd (which inſtances are 
more intimate objects of Affection, than 
C 3 Mens 
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Mens greater Qualities) then ſhe is all 
Woman, ihe reſigns the great but la- 
men's the agreeable man, cn then, m 
Bruins Leave me? Can he leave these 
longing Arms for Fame? She has no juſt 
notion of any higher Being to ſupport 
her wretched condition, but however her 
Female infirmity made her Languiſh, ſhe 
has ſtill conſtancy enough to keep a Se- 
cret that concerns her Husband's Reputati- 
on, tho' ihe melts away in Tears, and 
pines into Death in contemplation of her 
Sufferings. | 

Such muſt have been the Soliloquy of 
this Memorable Wife, who has left be- 
hind her an everlaſting Argument, how 
far a Generous treatment, can make that 
tender Sex go even beyond the Reſoluti- 
on of Man, when we allow that they 
are by Nature form'd to Pity, Love and 
Fear, and we With an impulle ro Ambi- 
tion, Danger and Adventure. 
The World bore a gloom and heavy 
preſage of Cæſars approaching Fate. I is 
ſaid wild Beaſts came into the moſt fre- 
quented parts of the City, Apparitions in 
the Streets, unuſual Illuminations in the 
Skies, and inauſpicious Sacrifices damp'd 
the Hearts of all men, but the Aſſaſſins, 
who with an incredible calm of mind, 


expected 
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all expected the opportunity of Satiating their 
la- vengeance in the Blood of the Uſurper, 
N yet was not Caſſius himſelf wholly uncon- 
{ cern'd, for tho? he was as great an A- 
aſt | theiſt as any among Us can pretend to 
et be, he had the weakneſs and {ſuperſtition 
er at that time, to invoke a Statue of Pom- 
he pe) for his aſſiſtance. It is obſervable 
e- that Ceſar the Evening before his Fate, in 
TH a Supper-converſation (at one of his Mur- 
d derers houſes) on the ſubject of Death, pro- 
er nounc'd a ſudden one to be the moſt de- 

firable, and a little ſhogg'd with reite- 
of rated ill Omens, and touch'd with the 
e. foreboding Dreams and Frights of a ten- 
W der Wife, reſolv'd to forbear going to the 
it Senate on the Morning appointed for his 
* 
y 
d 
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Extcution; which difficulty D. Brutus un- 
dertook to get over, a Gentleman ſo ſu- 
perlatively excellent that way, that he 
could not only upon ſuch an occaſion ap- 
pear compos'd, but alſo in very good 
humour; this /zceriz2 Ruffin rallied away 
his fears, and with a very good Mein, 
conducted his Friend to his Murder. 


„ 


When he came into the Senate, they 
roſe to him, and with a pretended joint 
Petition for a Baniſh'd man, the Aſſaſſins 
preſs'd about him, as ſoon as héè Was 
CY {cated : 
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ſeated: He ſeverally check*d their impor- 
tunity, but vh le they were thus employ'd, 
one of 'em gave the ſign by: throwing 
his Robe over his Neck, another oppreſs'd 
with the grandeur of the attempt, made 
at him an irreſolute paſs: He briskly op- 
pos'd the Villain and call'd him ſo; They 
all ruſh'd on him with drawn Ponyards, 
ſtill he reſiſted till he ſaw Brutus coming 
on, then with a generous and disdainful 
reſignation , yielded to the ſtroke of a 
Pardon'd, Oblig'd and Rewarded Friend. 
But there are in Exgland, a Race of Men, 
who have this action in the molt profeſs'd 
veneration, and who ſpeciouſly miſcall, 
the Rancour, Malice and Hatred of all 


Happier and Higher than themſelves, 


(which they have in common with Ca, 
fins) Gallantry of Mind, Diſdain of Ser- 
vitude, and Paſſion for publick good, 
which they pretend to with Bratus. Thus 
qualified with ill, ſet up for Faction, Buſi- 
neſs and Enmity to Kings: But 'tis to 


be hop'd theſe men only run round till 


they're giddy, and when all things turn 
too, fancy themſelves Authors of the Mo- 
tion about 'em, and ſo take their Vertigo 
for their force; for ſure they have a fu- 
tile pretence to a good publick Spirit, who 
have an ill private one.. 
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But there lies the Mighty Cæſar an 
Eternal inſtance, how much too Gene- 
rous and too Believing thoſe unhappy 
Princes are, who depend upon the tie of 
Men's Obligations to 'em, without their 
Opinions on their fide, for nothing hin- 
ders a man's walking by the principles 
of his Soul, but an opportunity to exert 
em; when that occurrs the ſecret Enemy 
throws off his Mask and draws his Dag: 
er. 

. Yet Reflections of this nature are ſome 
what foreign to our purpoſe, we muſt 
therefore follow theſe bloody men, to a 
Fate as violent as they gave their Bene- 
factor, for *twas in Providence to fruſtrate 
their Counſels, by turning that virtue to 
their ruine, which they had enſnared for 
their Protection. The fearleſs Brutus had 
too much Clemency, ro make this blow 
ſafe by the Exccution of the neareſt ad- 
herents to Cæſar; His ſafety conſiſted in 
his unbiaſs'd Mind and undaunted Reſo- 
lution, Which would not let him ſtoop to 
taking any life below that of the greateſt 
of Mankind. 

However this Injury was repair'd to 
Ceſar, for he was voted a God in the very 
place where he ceas'd to be a Man, which 
had been a good ſaving clauſe, cou'd they 

have 
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 _—ficial comfort, by diſcourſes of the ilſuſ 
| Ol 


have perſwaded his Succeſſor Ocravius alſo 
to have been contented with Omnipotentt 
but the Young Scholar was ſo much en. 
amour'd with this World, that he left 
his Boht to Diſturb and Rule ir; and to 


Compaſs his End, took upon him the hope 


ful reſolution of ſparing no man, from 
reflection perhaps that his Uncle was 


ruin'd by Mercy in his Victories. 


But 'tis not our buſineſs, to fall into 
an Hiſtorical account of the various Oc- 
currences, which happened in the War be. 
tween the Cæſarian Army and that of the 
Conſpirators, but as it is neceſſary for 
judging how far the Principles they walk" 
by, were uſeful to em in their greateſ 


extremities : As Brutus one Evening ſate 
Penſive and Revolving, the Paſſages o 


Life and the viemory of Ceſar occurr' 
to him, now perhaps not as a Traytor, : 
Tyrant, or Uſurper, but as one he Lov 
and Murdered ; an Apparition appear 
(or he thought appeared to him) which 
told him, He was his Evil Genius and 
would meet him at Philippi, to which, ht: 
calmly anſwered, Ill meet thee there 


But he communicated a fad impreſſio 


this made upon him to Caſſius, who in 
an Epicurean manner gave him a Super 
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ons, our Fancies, our Dreams and our Sor- 
rows Imprint upon the Mind, and make 
an imaginary a real Torment. Yet the 
Night before the Fatal  Batrel he enquir'd 
(in caſe of a Defeat) his Reſolution as to 
Flight and Death. To which Bratus : 


* When I was Young Caius and Un- vid. mr. 
»I Duke's 


skilful in Affairs, I was Enga 
know not how into an Opinion of Phi- 


© lofophy, which made me Accuſe Cats for Life of 
|< killing himſelf, as thinking it an Irreligi- Brutus 
| © ous Att againſt the Gods; 


nor any way 
Valiant amongſt Men, not to ſubmit to 
« Divine providence, nor be able ſearleſsly 
«to receive and undergo whatever ſhall 
“happen; but to fly from it, but now in 
«the miditot Dangers : Tam quite of another 
Mind, for it Providence (tall not diſpoſe 
« what I now Undertake according to our 
« Wiſhes, I reſolve to try no farther hopes 
“nor make any more preparations for 
« War, but will Dic contented with my 
“Fortune, for I already have given up my 
© Lite to the Service of my Country on 
« the Ides of March, and all the time that 
«I Lived ſince, has been with Liberty and 
Honour. 
However Gallant this Speech may ſeem 
at firſt ſight, it is upon Reflection a very 
mean one; for he urges no manner of = 
| on 
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ſon for his Deſertion of the noble Princi- 
le of Reſignation to the Divine Will, but 
is Dangers and Diſtreſſes; which indeed 
is no more than if he had plainly Con. 
feſſed, that all the Schemes we can form to 
our ſelves in a Compos'd and Proſpe- 
rous condition, when we come to be op- 
preſs'd with Calamities, vaniſh from us, 
and are but the effects of Luxuriant eaſe 
and good Humour which Languiſh and 
Die away with em But to make this a 
fair deduction from his Diſcourſe, let us 
Impartially (but with Tenderneſs and Pi- 
ty) look at him in his laſt Pangs: At the 
Battle of Philippi Brutus Commanded the 
Right, Caſſius the Left of the Line: The 
firſt broke the oppoſite Wing of the Ene- 
my, the ſecond was himſclf Forc'd. But 
by a failure in their Orders and Intelligence, 
each was Ignorant of the others Fortune ; 
Bratus follow'd his Blow, and his Heat 
drove him too far before he thought of 
Caſſius, whom at laſt with a ſtrong De- 
tachment he returns to Relieve. His Friend 
had Retreated to a riſing Ground, to View 
and Bewail the Fate of their Cauſe, and 
Commanded anOfficer toObſerve that Body 
Marching towards him: Ihe Gentleman 
ſoon found 'em Friends, and confidently 
Rid in amongſt 'em; they as KINO en- 
Wen! e 5/17 


The Chriſtian Hero. 29 


clos'd him to enquire News: Upon ſee- 
ing this, the miſerable Caſſius concluded 
him taken by the Enemy, and giving all 
for loſt, retir'd into a Tent where he was 
by his own order Kill'd by a Servant. 


Here Brats, whom neither the Fondneſs 
of an excellent Wife, Obligations toa generous 
Friend, or a Meſſage from the Dead cou'd 
Divert from meeting all Encounters, ſinks 
and falls into the moſt extreme Deſpair. 


He with ſome others that eſcap'd the 
purſuit retir'd to a thicket of a Wood, 
where alſo finding they were trac'd, 
'twas propos'd ſtill to fly : But he, after 
he had expreſs'd a ſatisfaction (but a falſe 
one, ſince he could not live with it) in 
his integrity, which he prefer'd to the ſuc- 
ceſſes of his Enemies, ran upon his Sword 
and transfix' d that great heart with a ſu- 
perfluous Blow, which ſure was before 
Stabb*d with the killing reflection upon Ez 
tu Brute? 

Here let us (throw a veil over this mi- 
ſtaken Great Man) and if poſſible cover him 
trom humane ſight for ever, that his ſe- 
duc d and Ambiguous Virtue, may be no 
more prophan'd as an Umbrage to the 

Co un- 
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Counſels of Perjur'd Friends, Sacrilegious 
Regicides, and implacable Deſperadoes, 


Now the uſe we make of theſe Refle- 
Ctions is, that ſince we have ſeen the migh- 
ty Ce/ar himſelf fall into Superſtition at 
the thought of his Exit, ſince Cato's firm 
conſtancy , Bratus's generous Zeal , and 
Caſſiuss ſteddy Malice, all ended in the 
ſame dereliction of themſelves, and Deſpon- 
dence at laſt, we may juſtly conclude, that 
whatever Law we may make to our elves, 
for the conduct and regulation of Lite, 
is it ſelf but an Artificial paſſion, by which 
we vainly hope to ſubdue thoſe that are 
Natural, and which will certainly riſe or fal 
with our diſappointment or ſucceſs, and 
| we that are liable to both are highly con- 
cern'd to be prepar'd for either: At which 
Perfection there is no nearer way to 
arrive, but by attending our own make, 
and obſerving by what means, humane Life 
from its ſimple and rural Happineſs, ſwell'd 
into the weighty cares and diſtractions, 
with which it is at preſent enchanted; and 
from this knowledge of our miſery, Ex47a# 
our Satisfaction. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. IL 


AN is a Creature of ſo mix'd a 
Compoſure, and Frame fo Incon- 
ſiſtent and Uifferent from Its ſelf, that it 
eaſily ſpeaks his Affinity to the higheſt 


and meaneſt Beings; that is to ſay, he is 


made of Body and Soul, he is at once an Ex. 
gine and an Hnginter: Tho? indeed both that 
tody and Soul too act in many Inſtances 
ſeparate ard independent of each other: 
For when he thinks, reaſons and con- 
cludes, he has not in all that work the 
leaſt aſſiſtance from his Body: His fineſt 


"| Fibres, pureſt Blood, and higheſt Spirits 


are as brute and diſtant from a capacity 
of thinking as his veryBones; and the Body 
is ſo mere a Machine, that it hungers, thirſts, 
taſts and digeſts without any exerted thought 
of the mind to command that Operation: 
Which when he obſerves upon himſelf, he 
may without deriving it from Vapour, Fume 
or Diſtemper, believe that his Soul may as 
well exiſt out of, as in that Body from 
which it borrows nothing to make it ca- 
pable of performing its moſt perfect Fun- 
ions. This may give him hopes, that tho” 

3 his 
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his Trunk return to its Native duſt he 
may not all Periſh, but the Inhabitant of 
it may remove to another Manſion ; eſpe- 
cially ſince he knows only Mechanically 
that they have not Demonſtratively how 
they have ev*n a preſent Union. 

And ſince this mind has a conſciouſneſs 
and ſuperiour Reflection upon its own Be- 
ing and Actions, and that thoughts flow 
in upon it, from it knows not what 
Sourſe, it is not Unnatural for it to con- 
ceive, that there is ſomething of a Na- 
ture like it ſelf, which may, Impercepti- 
bly to it, Act upon it, and where it can- 
not deduce its reaſonable Performances 
from any Corporeal beginning, draw hopes 
or fears from ſome Being thus capable to 
Impreſs Pleaſure or Torment; which Be- 
ing it cannot but ſuppoſe its Author. 

But this it's Author is Incomprehenſi- 
ble to the Soul (which he has thought fit 
to Impriſon in ſenſe and matter) but as 
he is pleas'd to reveal himſelf, and beſtow 
upon it an Expectation of its enlarge- 
ment; yet were We to take the Account 
which Foetical Writers give, and {uppoſe 
a Creature with theſe Endowments wan- 
dring among other wild Animals, the 
Intelligible Savage would not be con- 
tented with what Rapine or Craft could 

gain 
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gain from his Brethren Beaſts, but his 
condition would ſtill be as neceſſitous for 
his better part, and his dark Natural en- 
quiry would make him, for want of a 
more juſt knowledge of his Creator, fall 
into Superſtition, and believe every Foun- 
tain, Grove and Foreſt inhabited by ſome 
peculiar Deity, that beſtow'd upon Man- 
kind the Stream, the Shade and the Breeze. 


But we are inform'd that a wonderful 
Creator of all things, after he had given 
the Rivers to Flow, the Earth to bring 
Forth, and the Beaſts to Feed, {aw and 
approv'd his Work, but thought a dumb 
Brute and Mechanick World an 1mper- 
fect Creation till Inhabited by a nobler 
Being, whole happineſs ſhould conſiſt in 
Obedience to, and a contemplation: on him 
and his Wozders. 

For this reaſon Man was Created with 
intellectual Powers and higher Faculties, 
who immediately beheld With Joy and 
Rapture, a World made for the ſupport 
and admiration of his new Eeing ; how 
came he into this happy happy State 
whence the Order ! the Beauty ! the Me/0-y 
of this Living Garden! Are the Trees Ver- 
dant? do the Birds Sing ? do the Foun- _ 


tains Flow for no other reaſon but th 
| D Delight 
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Delight and Entertain him ? How do's he 
paſs through the moſt bright and delici- 
ous Objects, and how do's he Burn to ut- 
ter himſelf upon the Exrat74 motions 
which they give him! In ſuch ſweer In- 
quietude were the firſt hours of the 
World ſpent, and in this Lu, of Bliſs 
and Thought our Parent fell into a pro- 
found Sleep, when his Maker, who knew 
how Irkſome a lonely happineſs was to 
a ſociable Nature, form'd out of his Side 
a Companion, Woman: He awak'd, and 
by a ſecret Sympathy beheld his Wife: 
He beheld his own rougher make fot- 
ten'd into ſweetneſs, and temper'd into 
Smiles: He ſaw a Creature (which had 
as *twere Heav'ns ſecond Thought in her 
Formation) to which he cou'd communicate 
his Thoughts, on which he could Gur his 
Eyes, on which he could Raviſh his 
Heart: Over this Conſort his Strength 
and Wiſdom claim'd, but his affection 
refign'd the Superiority : Theſe both E- 
al and both Superiour were to live in a 
perfect tranquility, and produce as happy 
a Progeny : The Earth and all its Fruit 
were theirs, Except only one Tree : Which 
ht Injunction was all that was requir'd 
of em as an inftance of their Obedience 
and Gratitude to his bounty, who had 
== giv'n 
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giv'n 'em every thing elſe : But ſuch was 
their Vanity and Ingratitude, that they 
{oon forgot the dependance ſuitable to a 
borrow'd Being, and were deluded into an 
Empty hope of becoming by their Tranſgreſ- 
ſion like their Creator, and (tho' juſt Born 
of the Duſt)Proud enough from that no Ex- 
iſtence to diſdain one that was Precarious: 
They therefore Eat and were Undone ; 
they offended God, and like all heir ſuc- 
ceeding Criminals againſt him were Con- 
{cious that they did ſo. Innocence and 
Simplicity were baniſh'd their Boſoms, to 


give way to Remorſe and Conviction. 


Guilt and Shame are the new Ideas they 
navepluck'd from the Tree of knowledge: 
Their affronted Creator pronounces upon 
em a Sentence which they now think 
more ſupportable than the Pain of his 
offended Preſence, which he with- 
drew and commanded Nature to 
give 'em no further voluntary Obes 
dience; ſo that he was now to cxtort 
from her the continuance of their Wretch- 
ed condition by Toil and Labour, and ſhe 
to bring forth Heirs to it with Pangs 
and Torture. | 
This is the account we have from a 
certain neglected Book, which is call'd, 
and for its genuine excellence above all o- 
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ther Books deſervedly call'd THE SCRIP- 
TURE : And methinks we may be con- 
vinc'd of the truth of this Hiſtory of our 
Parents, by the infallible ſpots and Sym- 
ptoms of their Hereditary Diſeaſe in our 
tempers, Pride and Ingratitude : For what 
1s more Natural to us, than by an unrea- 
ſonable ſelf-opinion, (tho! we cannot but 
feel that we are but mere creatures and not 
of our ſelves) to aſſume to our ſelves the 


Praiſe and Glory of our Capacities and |}; 


Endowments ! And how Lazy? How un- 
willing are we to Eradicate the deep and 
inward ſatisfaction of Self-admiration ? 
However, it muſt be confeſs'd, that *tis 
the moſt ſenceleſs and ſtupid of all our 
infirmities, for till you can remember and 
recount to us, when that Thinking, 
Throbbins Particle within, firſt reſolv'd to 
Wear a Body, when it ſpun out its Arte- 
ries, Fibres and Veins, contriv'd the warm 
circulating ſtream that runs through 'em, 
when you firſt ventur'd to let the Heart 
pant, the Lungs ſuck Air, and at laſt to 


launch the whole tender Machine into |; 


the hazard of Motion ; till, I fay, you can 
acquaint us with all this, . you muſt you 
muſt kneel and fall down before him, by 
whom you were thus Fearfully and Won- 
derfully Made. 2 

But 


— 
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But the firſt Pair, now ſuſpicious of 
each other, baniſh*'d the more immediate 
influence and preſence of their Almighty 
Protector, were liable (Naked and Diſtreſs'd 
as they were, to be entangled by the 
Thorn and the Brier, and torn by the Ly- 
on and Wolf, who have ever ſince 
been prompted to fly in the Faces of the 
deteſted ingrates : Therefore the increaſing 
World, for their defence againſt Themſelves 
and other Animals, were oblig'd to go 
into Contracts and Policies, ſo that Hu- 
mane Life (by long Gradation) aſcended 
into an Art: The Tongue was now to 
Utter one thing, and the Boſom to Con- 
ceal another; and from a deſire of Supe- 
riority in our deprav'd Natures, was bred, 
that unſatisfied Hanger Ambition; a mon- 
ſtrous excreſcence of the Mind, which 
makes Superfluity, Riches, Honour and 
Diſtinction, but mere neceſſities of Life, 
as if *twere our Fate in our fallen condi- 
tion (leaſt a ſupply of what frugal Na- 
ture deſires ſhould be obtain*d) to find 
out an indigence foreign to us, which is 
incapable of being reliev'd, and (which to 
confirm our Want and Miſery) increaſes 
with its acquiſitions: Under this leading 
crime, are Envy, Hatred, Cruelty, Cun- 
ning, Craft and Debate, Muſter'd and 
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Arnd; and a Battalion of Diſeaſes, Tor- 
ments and Cates, the natural effects of 
thoſe evils, become our boſome Cottipatii- 
ons; from which no Arms can reſcue, no 
flight ſecure us but a return to that 
God, in whoſe Protection only is our 
Native loſt ſeat of Reſt and Tranquility. To 
which Abode firice out expulfion we 
cannot dare to approach, but Guilt which 
runs evin to ſticcours it knows vain, 
makes us, with our firſt Parents in the 
ſame circumſtance hide from Omnipre- 
fence : I ſaid in the ſame circumſtances, 
for we have not only implicitly commit- 
ted their crime, as we wete iti them, but 
do alſo Actually repeat it in our own 
perſons: For when a Created being re- 
linquiſhes the power of it's Creator, and 
inſtead of relying on his Conduct and 
Government, draws to it's ſelf an inde- 
pendent Model of Life, what does. it but 
pluck from the Tree of Knowledge, and 
attempt a Theft of Underſtanding, from 
him who is Wiſdom it ſelf : This is a 
Tremeridous conſideration, yet is there not 
that man breathing, who has any where 
placed his confidence but in God, and con. 
fiders ſeribuſly his own Heart, but feels 
its Weight, nor can the Boſom under it, 
6: ws 
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receive any impreſſion, but that of. end- 
leſs Deſpair. | 
But behold the Darkneſs diſperſes, and 
there is {till Hope breaking in upon our 
Sorrow, by the light of which we may 
again lift up our Eyes and ſee our Ma- 
ker: For in the midſt of our deſerv'd Mi- 
ſery, our reconciliation is coming on through 
a Mediator, who as ſuch is perfectly un- 
concern'd in our cauſe: But tho innocent 
of our Tranſgreſſion, aflumes that and our 
Nature, and as an atonement for_ us, 
offers his Life a Ranſom, with this regard 
on our part, that as it is an expiation, it 
is alſo an example: An example to in- 
ſtruct us, that not only the firſt command 
laid upon us, was a reaſonable one, but alſo 
the preſent Life eaſy and ſuppoi table, for he 
himſelf voluntarily undergoes it in its great- 
eſt calamities : He who had all things in his 
power, and wanted all things, by infor- 
cing an Abſtinent uſe of Wealth, and Pati- 
ent enduring of Poverty, reſtores us not 
only to the bliſs of — — this life witli 
ſatisfaction and reſignation to the Divine 
Will (which only is our true Life) but by 
a ſhort paſlage through a momentary Death, 
tranſlates us to an happy everlaſting ex- 
iſtence incapable of ſorrow, wearineſs,, or 
change : To accompliſh which great re- 
4 volution 
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volution, our glorious Deliverer? from our 
ſelves deſign'd to Eſtabliſh his Empire, 
not by Conqueſt, but a right much more 
laſting Arduous ane Indiſpnt able Conviction; 
For our Slavery being Intellectual and in 
our own Boſoms, the Redemption: muſt 
be There alſo; Yet the World Inchanted 
with its own imaginary Notions of Free- 
dom, knew not how to receive ſo Ab- 
ſtracted a Manumiſſion, but Contemn'd 
the Promiſe of Reſtoration to Life and 
Liberty from a Poor Man who himſelf 
Enjoy'd none of the Advantages which a- 
riſe from thoſe Dear, (but Miſunder ſtood) 
Appellations. 

May we then without blame approach 
and behold this Sacred and Miraculous 
Life ? How alaſs ſhall we Trace the 
Myſterious Steps of God and Man ? How 
conſider him at once in Subjection To, 
and Dominion Over Nature ? 

The moſt Appoſite, ( tho* molt flow ) 


method of reducing the World to its O- 


bedience, was that our Bleſſed Saviour 
ſhould appear in the deſpicable Attire 
which he did, without any of thoſe At- 
tendant accidents which Attract the Eye, 
and Charm the Imagination: For the 
knowledge which he was to Int:cduce be- 
ing an Eternal Truth; The proper * 
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ſion for it, was in the Reaſon and Judg- 
ment, into which when it had once 
enter d, it was not to be remov'd b 

any Impreſſions upon the lower Facul- 
ties, to which it was not beholden for a 
Reception. There is not therefore one 
Inſtance in the New Teſtament of Power 
exerted to the Deſtruction, tho” ſo ma- 
ny to the Preſervation of Mankind : But 
to a degenerate Race, he that Heals is leſs 
Valued than he that Kills: Confuſion, Ter- 
rour, Noiſe and Amazement are what only 
ſtrike ſervile Minds, but Order, Simmetry, 
filent Awe, Bleſſings and Peace are Al- 
lurements to the Open, Simple, Innocent 
and Truly knowing; yet the very Na- 
tion among whom the Holy Jeſus De- 
ſcended to converſe, had, (if we may fo 
ſpeak) tir'd Hea v'n with appearing in the 
more Pompous demonſtrations of its Po- 
wer: They paſs'd through Waves Di- 
videdand Erect tor their March, they were 
ſupernaturally Fed in a Wilderneſs, a 
Mountain ſhook, and Thunder utter'd 


their Law ; Nations were deſtroy'd to 


gain them Inheritance! But they ſoon for- 
got theſe Benefits, and upon the leaſt Ceſ- 
{ation of Fear and Miracle, they deſerted 
their Creatour, and return'd to their own 
Handy-work Deities, who were as ſenſe. 


lets 


45 


42 TheChriftian Hero. 
leſs of their Makers, as ue were of 


theirs. 


Thus ſhort-hv'd is Wonder, and thus 
Impotent to fix (what we have ſaid our 


Law-giver deſign'd) Conviction. For 


which reaſon our Aſtoniſhment in the 


New Teſtament is more ſparingly rais'd, 
and that only to awaken our Attention 


to Plaid, Eaſy and Obvious Truths (which 
ſupport themſelves when recetv'd) by the 


Authority of Miracle. 


Matt. 4th. 


We Read that he was led into a 
Wilderneſs, where he wonderfully bore 
Hunger and Want for Forty days; in the 
height of which Exigence and Neceſluy, 


the Tempter came to him and Urg'd 
him, it he were the Son of God, to Re- 


lieve his preſent Miſery, by turning the 
Stones near him into Bread ; which At- 
tempt when he found Fruitieſs, and ob- 
ſerv'd that he would Uſe no ſupernatu— 
ral Relief, but bear Humane Nature and 
its Infirmities, he Attacks him in the moſt 
acceptable way to our Weakeſs in the 
the Supplies of Pride and Vanity : He 


mow'd him the Kingdoms and Glory of 
the World, (which he had Purchaſed from 
Man by his defection from God) and Ot. 
ter'd him the Dominion of 'em if he would 
\Worikip him; but ourLordContemn'd _ 
allo, 
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alſo, and in his want and Poverty retir'd 
into a Private Village; where and in the Ad- 
jacent Parts if the Neceſſitous Man lay 
in Obſcurity, the merciful God did not, 
for he never diſcontinued his vifible benign 
Aſſiſtance, to the relief of the Difeas'd, 
the Poſſeſs'd and the Tormented. 
In his admirable Sermon upon the Mount, 1. g. 
he gives his Divine Precepts in ſo eaſy and 
familiar a manner, and thoſe themſelves 
are ſo well adapted to all the rules of 
life and right reaſon, that they muſt needs 
carry throughout a ſelf evident Authority 
to all that read *em, to thoſe that Obey 
em, from the firm ſatisfaction which they 
inſpire to thoſe that neglect em, from 
the anxiety that naturally attends a con- 
trary practice: There f the whole Heart 
of Man diſcover'd by him that Made it, 
and all our ſecret impulſes to ill, and 
falſe appearances of good expos'd and de- 
tected: Among other excellent Do- 
Arines, one which methinks muſt be, to 
thoſe who are ſo harden'd as to read 
the Divine Oracles with Unbelief, an 
irrefragable Argument of his Divinity : 
But when thou Prayeſt, enter into thy | 
Cloſet, and when thou haſt ſhut thy Mat. 6.4 
Door, Pray to thy Father which is in 
Secret, and thy Father which ſeeth in Se- 
| cret 


Mat. 8. 
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cret, {hall reward Thee Openly : Now it 
cannot enter into the Heart of Man, that 
any but God, could be the Author of 2 
command fo abſtracted from all worldly 
Intereſts; for how abſurd were it in a Be- 
ing, that had not an intercourſe with our 
Souls, or knew not their moſt ſecret moti- 
ons, to direct our application to it, to be 
ſo ſtrictly apart, and out of the obſervati- 
on of any power leſs than Ubiquitary ? 


There came to him a Captain, in the 
behalf of hisServant, grievoully tormented 
with a Palſie: Our Lord promis'd him 
to. come and heal him, but the Souldier, 
with an openneſs and fincerity of Mind 
Peculiar to his Profeſſion, could not belive 


in or ſerve him but with his whole 


Heart, told him he knew Nature in his 
Power with as deſpotick a ſubjection, as 


his men were under his, egg*d him on- 


ly to ſpeak him whole, and he knew he 
would be fo: Our Saviour extoll'd his 


honeſt, Fran and Unreſerved confidence, 


gave him a ſuitable ſucceſs, ſending him 
away with this Glorious Eulogium, that 
he had not found ſuch Faith no not in 


Iſrael ' 
Thus 


| 
\ 
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Thus did he beſtow Mercy and Sal- 
vation upon the eaſy and common terms 
of ordinary Friendſhip, as if there needed 
nothing to make him, but believing he 
would be their Benefactor, and who in 
the leaſt affairs, is a Friend to him, that 


diſtruſts him! 


In plain and apt Parable, Similitude and mz. 13. 


Allegory, he proceeded daily to inſpire 35. 
and enforce the Doctrine of our Salvation, 
but they of his acquaintance, inſtead of 
receiving what they could not oppoſe, 
were offended at the Preſumption, of be- 
ing wiſer than they : Is not this the Car- 
penters Son, 1s not his Mother calPd Ma- 
ry, his Brethren, James, Joſes, Simon and 
Judas? they could not raiſe their little Ideas 


above the conſideration of him, in thoſe 


circumſtances familiar to *em, or conceiv*d 
that he who appear'd not more Terrible 
or Pompous, ſhould have any thing more 
exalted than themſelves, he therefore 
would not longer there ineffectually ex- 
ert a power which was incapable of con- 
quering the prepoſſeſſion of their narrow 
and mean conceptions. 


Multitudes follow'd him and brought him Mt. 15. 


the Dumb, the Blind, the Sick and Maim'd; 
whom when their Creatour had Touch'd, 
with a ſecond Life they Saw, Spoke, Leap'd 

11 and 
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and Ran in affection to him, and admiration 
of his Actions; the croud could not leave 
him, but waited near him Three Days, 
till they were almoſt as faint and helpleſ; 
as others they brought for Succour : He 
had compaſſion on em, coramanded 'em 
to be ſeated, and with Seaven Loaves, 
and a few little Fiſhes, Fed Four Thou- 
ſand Men, beſides Women and Children: 
Oh the Extatick Entertainment, when they 
could behold their Food immediately 1n- 
creaſe, to the diſtributers band, and ſee thei 
God in Perſon, feeding and refreſhing 
his Creatures: Oh Envied happineſs ! 
But why do I fay Envied, as if our 
Good God did not ſtill preſide over our 
temporate Meals, chearful Hours and 1nno- 
cent Converſations. 


But tho' the ſacred Story is every 
where full of Miracles not Inferior to 
this, and tho' in the midſt of thoſe Acts 
of Divinity, he never gave the leaſt hint 
of a deſign to become a Secular Prince, 
or in a Forcible or Miraculous manner to 
calt off the Roman Yoke they were un: 
der, and reſtore again thoſe diſgrac'd Fa- 
vourites of Heav'n, to its former Indul- 
gence, yet had not hitherto the Apalſles 


themſelves (ſo deep ſet is our Natur; 
| Pride 


Jem, that his Kingdom was not of this 
# World ; and was ſo ſcandaliz?d, that he 
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Pride) any other than hopes of Worldly 
Power, Preterment, Riches and Pomp: 
For Peter, who it ſeems ever ſince he left 
his Net and his Skiff, Dreamt of no- 
thing but being a great Man, was ut- 
terly undone to hear our Saviour explain to 
em, upon an Accident of Ambition among 


whom he had ſo long tollow*d ſhould Suf- 
fer the Ignominy, Shame and Death which 
he foretold, that he took him aſide 
and faid, be it far from thee, Lord, this 


ſhall not be unto thee : For which he _ | 


Sufter*d a ſevere Reprehenſion from his 
Maſter, as having in his View the Glo- 
ry of Man, rather than that of God. 


The great Change of things began 
to draw near, when the Lord of Na- 
ture thought fit as a Saviour and 
Deliverer to make his publick Entry 
into Jeruſalem, with more than the 
Power and Joy, but none of the Oſtenta- 
tion and Pomp of a Triumph : He came 
Humble, Meek and Lowly : with an un- 
felt new Extaſie, Multitudes ftrow?d his 
way with Garments and Olive-branches, 


Crying with loud Gladneſs and Acclama- 


tion, Hoſanna to the Son of David, Bleſ- 14. 21 


ſed 
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ſed is he that cometh in the Name of the 
Lord ! At this Great Kings Acceſſion to 
his Throne, Men were not Ennobled but 
Sav'd, Crimes were not Remitted, but 
Sins Forgiven ; he did not beſtow Me- 
dals, Honours, Favors, but Health, Joy, 
Sight, Speech! The firſt Object the Blind 
ever ſaw, was the Author of Sight, while 
the Lame Ran before, and the Dumb re- 
peated the Hoſanna! Thus Attended he 
Enter'd into his own Houſe the Sacred 
Temple, and by his Divine Authority Ex- 
pell'd Traders and V\ orldlings that Pro- 
phan'd it, and thus did he for a time 
uſe a great and deſpotick Power, to let 
Unbelievers' underſtand, that *twas not 
want of, but Superiority to all worthy Do- 
minion, that made him not exert it: But 
1s this then the Saviour, is this the Delive- 
rer? ſhall this Obſcure Nazarexe command 
Iſrael and fit in the Throne of David, 
were the unpleaſant forms that ran in the 
Thoughts of the Then Powerful in Jera- 
falem, upon the moſt Truly Glorious En- 
try that ever Prince made; for chere was 
not one that follow d him, who was not in 
his Intereſt; their proud and diſdainful 
Hearts, which were petrified with the Love 
and Pride of this World, were impregna- 
ble to the reception of ſo mean a Bene- 


factor, 
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factor, and were now enough exaſperated 
with Benefits to conſpire his Death: Our 
Lord was ſenſible of their Deſign, and pre- 
par'd his Diſciples for it, by recountin 
to em now more diſtinctly what ſhoul 
befall him ; but Perer with an ungroun- 
ded Reſolution, and in a Fluſh of Tem- 
per, made a Sanguine Proteſtation; that 
tho? all men were offended in him, yet | 
would not he be offended : It was a great f. 26. 
Article of our Saviour's buſineſs in the 
World, to bring us to a Senſe of our Ina- 
bility without God's aſſiſtance to do any 
thing Great or Good, he therefore told Pe- 
ter, who thought ſo well of his Courage 
and fidelity, that they would both fail 
him, and ev'n he ſhould deny Him thrice 
that very night. 

But what Heart can conceive ? What 
1 utter the Sequel? Who is that 
yonder Buffeted, Mock'd and Spurn'd ? 
Whom do they Drag like a Felon ? Whi- 
ther do they carry my Lord, my King, 
my Saviour and my God ? And will he 
Die to expiate thoſe very Injuries ? Sce 
where they have Nail'd the Lord and 
giver of Life! How his Wounds blacken his 
Body wriths and Heart heaves withPity,and 
with Agony! Oh Almighty Sufferer, look 
down, look ant” from thy Tra 
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Infamy ; Lo he inclines his Head to his 
Sacred Bolom, hark he Groans, ſee he 


Expires ! The Earth Trembles, the Tem- 


ple Rends, the Rocks burt, the Dead 
Ariſe ; Which are the Quick ? Which are 
the Dead? Sure Nature. all Nature, is de- 
parting with her Creator. 


CHAP. I 


Here was nothing in our Saviour's 
own Deportment, or in the Princt- 
ples He introduc'd for our conduct, but 
what was ſo far from Oppoſing, that they 
might naturally fall in with the Statutes, 
or Forms of any Civil Government what- 
ever, and regarded 'em no otherwiſe than 
to make Us more Obedient to em: Yet 
the Profeſſors of this Doctrine were told 
they were to meet but very little Quarter, 
for the Aggeptable ſervice they were to do 
em, but mult lay down their very Lives to 
bring Us to a contempt of their Grandeur 
in Compariſon of Greater and Higher pur- 
ſuits: In Order to this Great End, their 
Deſpicable Artillery were Poverty and 
Mecknels ; 
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Meekneſs ; the conſideration therefore of 
thoſe Arms is no digreſſion from our pure 
poſe : It is in every Body's Obſervation 
with what diſadvantage a Poor man Enters 
upon the moſt Ordinary Affairs, much more 
diſputing with the whole World, and con- 
tradition of the Rich, that is, the Wile : 
For as certainly as Wealth gives Acceptance 
and Grace to all that it's poſſeſſor ſays or 
does, ſo Poverty creates diſeſteem, ſcorn, 
and prejudice to all the Undertakings of the 
Indigent : The Neceſſitous man has neither 
Hands, Lips, or Underſtanding, for his 
own, or Friends uſe, but is in the fame con- 
dition with the Sick, with this Difference 
only, that his is an Infection no man will 
relieve, or aſſiſt, or if he does, 'tis ſeldom 
with ſo much Pity, as contempt, and ra- 
ther for the Oſtentation of the Phyſitian, 
than Compaſſion on the Patient: It is a 
Circumſtance, wherein a man finds all the 
good he deſerves inacceſſible, all the ill un- 
avoidable; and the Poor Hero 1s as cer- 
tainly Ragged, as the Poor Villain Hang d: 
Under theſe preſſures the Poor Man ſpeaks 
with Hzſitation, undertakes with irreſo- 
lution, and acts with diſappointment : He 
is Slighted in mens Converſations, Over- 
look'd in their Aſſemblies, and Beaten at 
their Doors: But from whence alaſs * 
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he this treatment? A Creature that has 
only the ſupply of not exemption from the 
wants, for which he deſpiſes him: For 
ſuch is the unaccountable Inſolence of Man, 
that he will not ſee that he who is ſup- 
ported, is in the ſame claſs of natural Ne- 
ceſſity with him that wants a ſupport, and 
to be help'd implies to be indigent: In a 
Word, after all you can ſay of a man, 
conclude that he is Rich, and you have 
made him Friends; nor have you utterly 
overthrown a man in the World's Opini- 
on, till you have ſaid he is Poor: This 
is the Emphatical expreſſion of Praiſe and 
Blame, for men ſo ſtupidly forget their 
natural Impotence and Want, that Riches 
and Poverty have taken in our imaginati- 
on, the place of Innocence and Guilt, he 
therefore that has ſuffer d the contumelies, 
diſappointments and miſeries which attend 
the Poor Man's condition, and without 
running into baſe indecent, or ſervile Arts, 
for his redreſs, return'd upon an inſolent 
World, it's Scorn, has fought a nobler 
Fight, conquer'd greater Difficulties, and 
deſerves a brighter Diadem, than ever 
Fortune beſtow'd on the moſt fonded and 
moſt gaudy of her Favourites: But to ca- 
pacitate for this hard work, how neceſſa- 
ry is that Sublime and Heroick —_ 

ecke 


52 


The Chriftian Hero. 63 


Meekneſs, a Virtue which ſeems the very 
Characteriſtick of a Chriſtian, and ariſes 
from a great, not a groveling Idea of 
things : For as certainly as Pride pro- 
ceeds from a mean and narrow view of 
the little advantages about a mans ſelf, 
ſo Meekneſs is founded on the extended 
contemplation of the place we bear in 
the Univerſe, and a juſt obſervation how 
little, how empty, how wavering are our 
deepeſt reſolves and Councils; and as (to a 
well taught mind) when yo've faid an 
Haughty and Proud Man, you have ſpoke 
a narrow conception, little ſpirit and de- 
ſpicable carriage; ſo when you've ſaid 
a Man's Meek and Humble, you've ac- 
quainted us, that Perſon has Arriv'd at the 
hardeſt task in the World in an Univer- 
ſal obſervation round him, to be quick to 
ſee his own Faults and other Men's Vir- 
tues; at the height of pardoning every 
Man ſooner than himſelf, and you've gi- 
ven us to underſtand that to treat him 
kindly, ſincerely and reſpectfully is but a 
meer juſtice to him that's ready to do us 
the ſame Offices: This temper of Soul 
keeps us always awake to a juſt ſenſe of 


things, teaches us that we are as well a- 


kin to Worms as to Angels, and as no- 
thing is above theſe, ſo is nothing belowe 
E 3 thoſe; 
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thoſe : It keeps our underſtanding right 
about us, ſo that all things appear to us 
great or little as they are in Nature, not 
as they are guilded or ſullyed by Acct 
dent and Fortune. 

Meekneſs is to the Mind, what a good 
Mein is to the Body, without which the 
beſt Limb'd and fineſt Complection'd per- 
ſon, may be very Diſagreeable; and with 
it, a very Homely and Plain one, cannot 
be ſo; for a good Air, ſupplies the im- 
perfection of Feature and Shape, by throw- 
ing an Harmony on the whole, which 
drowns the Incapacities of the parts; it 
has a ſtate and humility peculiar to it's 
ſelf above all Virtues, like the Holy 
Scripture its ſacred Record where the high. 
eſt things are Expreſs'd in the moſt caſy 
terms, and which carries through a con- 
deſcending Explanation, and a certain 
meekneſs of Stile. * 

With this circumſtance and this ready 
Virtue, the Faithful followers of a Cru- 
cified Maſter were to ſhape their courſe to 
an Eternal Kingdom, and with that in Pro- 
ſpect to contemn the hazards and diſaſt- 
ers of a Cruel and Impenitent Generation: 
Great were the Actions and Sufferings of 
all our Bleſſed Savior's - Apoſtles, but 
St. Pau! being peculiarly ſent to Us who 


ere 
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were or are Gentiles, he methinks more 
particularly challenges our regard : God 
beſtow'd upon others ſupernaturally the 
Gift of Tongues but not of Arts, thought 
therefore fit to make uſe of him already 
Maſter of hoth, and qualified to converſe 
with. the politer World' by his Acquain- 
tance with their Studies, Laws and Cu- 
ftoms : But tho' he ſhows himſelf by fre- 
quent brisk Sallies and quick Interroga- 
tories, skillful in approaching the Paſſions 
by Rhetorick, yet he is very modeſt in 
any of thoſe Ornaments, and ſtrikes all 
along at the Reaſon, where he never 
fails to convince the attentive and un- 
prejudic'd ; and tho' his Perſon was 
very deſpicable (which to a {tranger is 
almoſt an Inſupportable inconvenience) 
yet ſuch was the Power of the Com- 
manding Truth which he utter'd, and his 
Skill how and when to utter it, that there 
every where appears in his Character either 
the Man of Buſineſs, the Gentleman, the 
Hero, the Apoſtle or the Martyr; which 
Eminence above the other Apoſtles might 
well be expeQted from his Sanguine and 
Undertaking Complexion, Temper'd by 
Education, and Quickned by Grace? *Tis 
true indeed he had Oppos'd in the moſt 
Outragious and Violent manner this new 
E 4 Faith, 


56% The Chriſtian Hero. 


Faith, and was Acceſſary in the Marder 
of the glorious Leader of the Army of 
Martyrs, St. Stephen but that fierce diſ- 
poſition fell off with the Scales from his 
Eyes, and God who ever regards the In- 
tention, chang'd his miſtaken method of 
ſerving him, and he is now ready to 
promote the ſame Religion by his Suf- 
terings, which before he would haveExtirpa- 
ted by his Perſecutions: He and his 

Companion had made very great by n 

in the Converſion both of Jews and Gen- 
tiles, but certain Unbelievers pted 
the Multitude to a Reſolution(at a ge- 
neral Aſſembly to Aſſaſſine em, but they 
advertis'd of it Fled unto Iycaonia, where 
they're Actions and Eloquence were very 
ſucceſsful ; but at Lyſtra a certain poor Crip- 
ple (from his Mother's omb) heard him 
with very particular attention and devo- 
tion whom the Apoſtle (obſerving in his 
very Countenance his warm Contrition 
and Preparation of Soul to receive the 
Benefit) commanded to ſtand up, upon 
which he immediately Jump'd upon his 
Legs and Walk'd: This Miracle Alarm'd 
the whole City, who believ'd their Gods 
had deſcended in humane ſhapes : Barna- 
bas was immediately Jove, and Paul his 
Mercury: The Prieſt of Jupiter now is 
JW 
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r | coming to Sacrifice to em with Oxen and 
f | Garlands ; but they ran into the Multi- 
| tude, we are Men like you, are ſubject 
s | to the ſame Weakneſs, Infirmities and 
. | Paſſions with your ſelves: We, alas! are ver. 15. 
f | Impotent of the great things our ſelves 
o | have done; your and our Creator will no 
longer let you wander in the maze and 
- | error of your Vanities and falſe Notions 
s | of his Deity, but has ſent us with in- 
5 | ſtances of his Omnipotence to awake you 
- | to a Worſhip worthy him, and wor- 
4 | thy you : Oh graceful paſſage to ee 
the great Apoſtle, oppoſe his own ſuc- 
ceſs; now only his Vehemence, his Po- 
wer and his Eloquence are too feeble 
when they are urgent againſt themſelves ; 
for with Prayers and Entreaties the Crowd 
could hardly be prevail'd upon, to for- 
bear their Adoration ; but this Applauſe 
like all other, was but a mere Guſt for 
the Malice of certain Jews follow*d 'em 
from Iconium, and quickly inſinuated into 
the giddy Multitude, as much Rancour 
as they had before Devotion; who in a 
Tumultuary manner Stoned St. Paul, and 
as Dead drag'd him out of the Gates of 
the City; but he bore their Affronts with 
much leſs Indignation than their Wor- 
{hip : Here was in a trice the higheſt and 
| loweſt 
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lowelt condition the moſt reſpectful and 
moſt inſolent treatment that man could 
receive, but Chriſtianity which kept his 
Eye upon the cauſe not effect of his Acti- 
ons, (and always gives us a tranſient re- 
gard to tranſitory things,) depreſs'd him 


when ador'd, exalted him when affronted. ' 


But theſe two excellent men, tho? they 
had the endearments of fellow ſuffering, 
and their Friendſhip heightned by the yet 
faſter tye of Religion, could not longer 
accompany each other, but upon a diſ- 


pute about taking Mark with 'em, who 


it ſeems had betore deſerted em, their 
diſſention grew to the higheſt a reſent- 
ment between Generous Friends ever can 
to part and eſtrange em: But they did 
it without Rancour, Malice, or perhaps 
Diſeſteem of each other , tor God has 
made us, whether we obſerve it at the 
inſtance of being ſo or not, o much in- 
ſtruments of his great and ſecret purpoſes, 
that he has given every individual man, 
T know not what peculiarly his own, 
which ſo much diſtinguiihes him from all 
other perſons, that *tis impoſſivle, ſome- 
times, for two of the ſame generous Re- 
ſolution, Honeſty and Integrity to do well 


together; whether it be that Providence 
| has 
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has ſo order'd it to diſtribute Virtue the 
more, or whatever it is, ſuch is the fre- 
quent effect, For theſe noble perſonages 
were forc'd to take different ways, and 
in thoſe were eminently uſeful in the fame 
cauſe, as you may have ſeen two Chymi- 
cal Waters, aſunder, ſhiningly, tranſpa- 
rent, thrown together, muddy and of- 
fenſive. 

The Apoltle was warn'd in Viſion to 
go into Macedonia, whether he and his 
now companion & acccordingly went: 
At Philippi, he commanded an Evil Spirit 
to depart out of a young Woman, but 
her Maſter (to whom her diſtraction was 
a Revenue, which ceas'd by her future in- 
ability to anfwer the demands uſually 
made to her,) with the ordinary method 
of hiding private Malice, in publick Zeal, 
rais d rhe multitude upon 'em, as diftur- 
bers of the publick Peace, and inovators 
upon their Laws and Liberties : The Mul- 
titude hurry'd em to the Magiſtrates, who 
happening to be as wiſe as themſelves, 
commanded 'em to be ſtrip'd, whip'd and 
clap'd in Goal: The Keeper receiving ve» 
ry ſtrict orders for their ſafe Cuſtody, 
put *em 1n Irons in the Dungeon; the 
abus'd Innocents had now no way left 
for their redreſs, but applying to their 
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God, who when all humane Arts and 
Forces fail, is ready for our relief, nor did 
St. Paul on leſs occaſions implore prater- 
natural aſſiſtance; Nec Deus interſit niſi 
dignus vindice Nodus Inciderit 


_ Let not a God approach the Scene, 
e (o In caſes for a God to mean. 
Fiſo's | 


ene 10. We muſt to men of Wit, and Gallan- 
trey quote out of their own Scriptures : 
Their Generous way of Devotion and beg- 
ging aſſiſtance was given thanks for their 
preſent extremities : In the midſt of their 
Sores and Chains, they . Sang Hymas and 

| Praifes to their Creatour : Immediately 
the Bolts flew, the Manicles tel] off, the 

Doors were opened, and the Earth ſhook : 
The Gaoler awakes in terrour, and be- 

lieving all under his Cuſtody eſcap'd, went 

to diſpatch himſelf; but St. Paul calls to 

him, he comes and beholds his Priſoners 

detain'd by their amazing Liberty ; the 

Horrour, Sorrow, Torture and Deſpair of 

a Dungeon, turn'd into the Joy, the Rap- 

ture, the Haleluia, the extaſie of an Heav'n; 

He fell trembling at the Apoſtles Feet, re- 

ſign'd himſelf to his Caprives, and felt in 

himſelf the happy exchange of his Liberty, 

for that yoke in which alone there 1s periect 

| Freedom. 


d 
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Freedom. Eærlyicthe next Morning up- 
on this ſtupen&i664 occaſion , the Magi- 
ſtrates ſent orders thoſe men might be 
Releas d: Eut St. Paal who knew he had 
Law on his ſide, and that his being a priſo- 
ner made him nevertheleſs a Gentleman 
and a Roman, ſcorn'd their pretended fa 
vour, nor would regard their Meſſage, 
till they had themſelves in as publick a 
manner acknowledg'd their offence, as they 
had committed it, which they did by at- 
tending, 'em in the Goal, and deſiring in 
a Ceremonious manner they would leave 
their City; upon which the Apoſtle ac- 
cepted his Inlargement, and when he had 


ſettled what buſineſs he had in that Town, 2. 


left it and itsſRulers to forget that pain- 
ful Truth which they had neither pow- 
on to gainſay, or ingenuity to acknow- 

ledge 
His taking leave of the Cheif of the 
Epheſian Churches is hardly to be Read 
without Tears, where when he had re- 
minded 'em of his whole Blameleſs, Dif- 
intereſted Humble and Laborious carri- 
age, he acquaints em with his Reſolu- 
tion of going to Jeruſalem and never to 
return thither ; he knew nor he ſaid what 
would particularly befal him there, but 
that in general Afflictions, Diſtreſſes and 
| Indig- 
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Indignities were the Poytion of his Life, 
which he was ready tc.aathrd or lay down 
in a Cauſe which has, a certain ſweet- 
neſs in it, that can make a Man Em- 
brace his Chains and Enjoy his Miſeries; 
what could be anſwer'd to this gallant de- 
_— and behaviour but what they did, 
who 
All wept ſore, and fell on St. Paul's 
. Neck, and Kiſſed him ? 
Sorrowing moſt of all for the words which 
he ſpake, that they ſhould ſee his Face 
no more. Certain Jews of Alia were glad 
to ſee him again at Jeraſalem, and inflam'd 
the City with their perſonal knowlede of 
his carriage, to the diſparagement of the 
Temple, and the Rites or their Nation : 
Upon which he had been torn to pieces, 
had he not been reſcu'd by the Com- 
manding Military Officer there ; of whom 
(going with him as a Priſoner into the 
Caſtle) he obtain'd the liberty of ſpeak- 
ing to the People : They heard him with 
great attention till he contradicted their 
Monopoly of God; at which they loſt 
all Order and Patience, but Oppoſition was 
ſo far from diſpiriting, that it did but 
quicken his reſolution, tor his great Heart 
inſtead of Fainting and Subſiding roſe and 
biggen'd in proportion to any growing 
danger 
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danger he ſaw threaten him ; but he is 
carry'd into his Impriſonment , but not 
ev'n there to be without debate, for he 
is by the Commanders order to be 
Scourg'd, to which he do's not paſſively, 
or baſely ſubmit, but aſſerts his Roman 
Priviledge, and exemption from ſuch in- 
dignities. 


He was thereupon next Morning brought 4c. c. 23 


down to a Tryal by a Council of his own 
Nation, where upon his very opening his 
Mouth, the Chief Prieſt commanded him 
to be ſtruck, for which he calls him Hi- 
pocrite and falſe pretender to Juſtice, who 
could uſe a man he was to fit as Judge 
of, ſo Inhumanely; but his good bereeding 
being founded upon no leſs a Sanction, than 
the command of God, he immediately recol- 
lects himſelf, and acknowledges his errour 
and diſreſpect to the dignity of his Office: 
Yet obſerving( by this treatment fromthe pre- 
ſidents of the council) the uſage he was to 
expect, bya very skiltul turn he makes Friends 
in an Aſſembly unanimous in his ruine, 
but in that only unanimous for Phariſees, 
in which ſect he was bred, compoſing 
part of the Court, he cloſes with their be- 
lief of a Reſurrection, and there ground- 
ed the Cruelty he had met with among 
the Jews: This put em into ſo great a 

| Flame, 
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Flame, that to ſave him, he was forcibly 
taken away into the place from whence 
he came : But his Enemies gall'd to the 
quick at his eſcape, conſpir'd to Kill him, 
when ( upon the os tg; requeſt ) 


he ſhould be remanded to a Tryal: AJ 


Nephew of the Apoſtles, acquainted him 
with this; he was neither afraid or a- 
maiz'd at the intelligence, but like a man 
of buſineſs and the World, diſcreetly and 
calmly order'd the Youth to be introduc'd 
to the Captain, whom he knew anſwera- 


ble, for the ſafety of his Priſoner : The 


Officer in the Night ſent him with a 
ſtrong party to Felix the Governor of the 
Province, and directed his Accuſars to 
follow him thither: Before Felix one 
Tertullus a Mercenary Orator bauPd an 
impertinent Harangue introduc'd with falſe 
praiſe of the Judge, and clos'd with falſe 
accuſation of the Priſoner, who with 
cogent plain Truths and matter of Fact, bat- 
fled his Barbarous Eloquence, and obtain'd 
ſo good a ſence of himſelf and his inno- 
cence with the Viceroy, that he gave him 
a private Audience on the ſubject of his 


Faith ; But inſtead of then making his] 
Court to him, he fell upon his Excellency's 
own darling Vices, Talk'd of Righteouſ- 


neſs, Temperance and Abſtinence with ther 
| Ter- 


/ 


he fell 
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Terrours for neglect of ſuch Duties : In 
thoſe Heathen times it ſeems it was U- 
ſual to have Exceſs, Wantonneſs and Glut- 
tony the practice of Courts, and the A- 
poſtle ſo nearly touch'd his J. ordſhip, that 
into a ſudden diſorder before 
his Inferiour and diſmiſs'd him till 
another Seaſon : He afterwards frequently 
was entertain'd by him not without hopes 
of a Bribe, which was alſo in very Old 
times the way to the favours of the 
great. 

But Felix now Leaving his Lieute- 
nancy to Feſtus, this Friendleſs good Man 
was a proper Perſon for a Tool to his 
Vanity, by doing an obliging thing to 
the Jews, in leaving him {till in Cultody 
at his departure, and no leſs uſeful to his 
new Excellency to be Sacrific'd to 'em 
upon his Entry: For at their requeſt to 
have him brought to Jeruſalem (deligning 
to diſpatch hirn by the way) tho” he at 
firſt denied it, he afterwards propos'd it to 
the Apoſtle himſelf to have che Iſſue 
of bis Tryal there: But he hand- 
ſomly evaded his baſe Condeſcenſion, 
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and their as baſe Malice, by appealing as 
a Roman to Cæſar himſelf before whole 
Authority he alſo then ftood : But he is 


Iſtill kept in Goal 


in the fame ſtate, to 
F Gratify 
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Gratify the Jews, till Azrippa the Te- 
trarch of Galilee came to wait on Feſtus, 
(who after he had been there ſome days) 
entertain'd him with the caſe of St. Paul, 
and acquainted him that he was at a loſs 
what to do with him: He was ſo Odious 
to the Jews that he car'd not to enlarge 
him, and fo Innocent in himſelf that he 
knew not what account to fend with him 
to Rome, this mov'd Agrippa's curioſity to 
hear him himſelf ; in very great Pomp 
he, his Siſter and whole Retinue -came 
to his Tryal : The Apoſtle made ſo ex- 
cellent a Defence, that Mean, Wrong'd, 
Poor and Unfriended as he was, he was 
neither Ridiculous or Contemptible to 
that Courtly Audience, but prevail'd ſo 
far upon the Greateſt and Wiſeſt Man 
there, that he forc'd him to declare thou 
haſt almoſt perſuaded me to be a Chriſtian ; 


it would methinks be a Sin not to repeat his 


very handſome Anſwer. 
I would to God that not only thou, 
but alſo all that hear me rhis day, were 
not only almoſt but altogether fuch as I 
am, except theſe bonds. * 
His Appeal made it neceſſary in 


courſe of Law that he ſhould go to Rome 
in his Paſſage thither, and in the Tempelt, 


Hunger and Shipwrack, his conſtancy was 
fk not 
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not a ſupport to himſelf only, but alſo 
to the whole Company; and being thrawn 
upon a barbarous Iſland, he did, and re- 
ceivd mutual Offices among the Poor 
Savages, not yet cultivated into Ingrati- 
tude: At Kome the other Priſoners were 
carryed into fafe Cuſtody, but he was per- 
mitted with a Souldiour only for his 


ward, to live in his own hir'd Houſe, 


teaching the things which concern the 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, no Man forbidding him 
for it was only in Wero's Reign, nor 
had Rome yet arriv'd at the exquiſite and 
refin d Tyranny of an Inquiſition : Thus 
we have been diſtinct in running through 
the more Illuſtrious paſſage of this Con- 
ſumate Life and Character, as they are 
plac'd in Holy Writ, and may preſume 
after all the Injuries we have done him, 
that there is not any Portraiture in rhe 
molt excellent Writers of Morality, that 
can come up to its Native beauty; yer 
was not he contented to ſerve his God 
only, by Example, but has as Em 
nently done it by Precept; where he pur- 
ſues Vice, and urges Virtue with all the 
Reaſon, Energy and Force that either good 
Senſe or Piety can Inſpire; And not upon 
the airy and fleeting Foundation of the 
Inſealibility noble minds, bear to che Aſ- 

F 2 ſaults 
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faults of Fortune; which has been the 

Impertinence of Heathen Moraliſts : A- 
<1, mong them Seneca. | 

T A good Man is not only the Friend 

nea's of God, but the very Image, the Diſci- 

oral. © ple, the Imitator of him and the true 

7ſt. 28. & Child of his Heav'nly Father: He is 

« True to himſelf, and Acts with Con- 

4 ſtancy and Reſolution: Scipio by a croſs 

« Wind being foro d into the Power of his 

Enemies, caſt himſelf upon the Point of 

of his Sword; and as the People were | 

* enquiring what was become of the Ge- 

*-neral, the General ſays Scipio is very well, b 

« and ſo he Expir'd. A Gallant Man is |? 

“Fortunes match: His Courage Provokes 

and Deſpiſes thoſe Terrible appearances, 1 

© that would Enſlave us; A wiſe Man is MI 

cout of the reach of Fortune, but not free [N. 


“ from the Malice of it; and all attempts por 
upon him are no more than Xerxes's Ar- gro 


* rows ; they may darken the Day, bur > - 
© they cannot ſtrike the Sun. 


+ This is his very Spirit, Opinion and 2 
Genius expreſs'd in better Words than e- er 


ver he was Maſter of; but alaſs what Ab- dl 
ſurdity is here, after the Panegyrick of a ) 
Brave or Honeſt Man as the Diſciple, 
and Imitator of God; this is Inſtanc'd 
in the baſeſt Action a Man could be 


guilty 
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guilty of, a General's diſpatching himſelf 
in an extreme difficulty, and deſerting his 
Men and his Honour, and what 1s this 
but doing a mean Action with a great 


I Countenance ? what could this Imitator of 


God, out of the Power of Fortune, d 
more in Obedience to what they call fo, 
than Sacrificing his Life to it : But this is 
Bombaſt got into the «very Soul, Fuſtian 
in thinking 
Qa auto Rectius hic qui mihil molitur 
Inepte. 

How much better he. 


Be ye ſtedfaſt, unmoveable, always a- gn. x4. 
bounding, in the Works of the Lord, for- v. 58. 


asmuch you know that your Labour is not 
in vain in the Lord. 

Here is ſupporting our ſelves under 
Misfortunes, propos'd upon the reaſonable 
terms of Reward and Puniſhment, and all 
other is Fantaſtick, Arrogant and Un- 
grounded. | | 6 

The Firſt Epiſtle to Corinth is maſt Ex- 
quiſitly apt to the preſent temper of Eng- 
land, nor did ever that City (tho' pro- 
verbial for it) pretend to be more refin- 
edly pleas'd than at preſent London) But 
St. Paul more Emphatically diſuadęs from 
thoſe Embaſing ſatisfactions of Senſe. 


F Meats 
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Meats for the Belly and the Belly for 
Meats, but God ſhall "deſtroy both it and 
them. | 

He methinks throws Bluſh and Con- 
fuſion in the Face of his Readers, when 
he Argues on theſe Subjects, for who can 
conceive his Body the Manſion of an Im- 
mortal Spirit, capable to receive the Aſpi- 
ration and Grace of an Eternal God, and 
at the ſame time, by Gluttony and Drun- 
kenneſs entertain in that place Fuel, to 
enflame themſelves into Audultery, Rage 
and Revenge; as if our Miſery, were 
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our ſtudy and Chaſtity, Innocence and 


Temperance thoſe eaſy and agreeable 
Companions were not preferable to the 
Convulſions, of Wrath and Tortures of 
Luſt : y 

Know ye not that your Bodies are the 
Members of Chriſt, ſhall I then take the 
Members of Chriſt and make 'them the 
Members of an Harlot. 

How Ugly has he made Corinna at 
one Sentence? ſhall T who am Conſcious 
that he who laid down an Immaculate 
Body, to Cleanſe me from the Filth and 
Stain of a Polluted one, and know that 
the Holy Jeſus has-promis'd to be Preſent 
to all che Conflicts of my Soul, Banith 
him thence, and be Guilty of ſo Unnatural a 

| F Coition, 


le 
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Coition, as to throw that Temple into 
that Embrace of a Mercenary Strum- 
pet - — notre” = 2 
But muſt we then deſert Love and the 
Fair; wie: © 


The Cordial drop nen in our C up has 
thrown, | 5 

To make the nauſeous Draught of Life go 
down, D 


No God forbid | the Apoſtle allows us a 
Vertuous enjoyment. of our Paſſions; but 
indeed extirpates all our falſe Ideas' of 
Pleaſure aud Happyneſs in 'em, he takes 
Love out of its diſguiſe, and puts it on 
its own gay and becoming Dreſs of In · 
nocence ; and indeed it is among other 
reaſons. from want of Wit and Inven- 
tion in in our Modern Gallants, that the 
Beautiful Sex is fo abſurdly and vitiouſly 
entertain'd by em: for there is in their 
tender Frame, native Simplicity, ground- 
lefs Fear and little unaccountable contra- 
dictions, upon which there might be; butlt 
Expoſtulations to divert a good and In- 
telligent young Woman, as well as the 
fulſome raptures, guilty impreſſions, ſenſe- 
leſs de ifications and pretended Deaths that 
are every day offer'd her. 

F 4 No 
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No pen certainly ever (urpaſs'd either the 
Logick or Rhetorick of his Fifteenth Chap- 
ter: How does he Intermingle Hope and 


Fear, Life and Death ? Our- riſing from 


our Graves is moſt admirably Argued on 


the receiv'd Philoſophy, hat Corruption 


preeedes Generation, and the Eaſy in- 


ſtances of new Grain, new Plants and new 
Trees from the minute particles of Seed, 
and when he has Buried us, how does he 
move the Heart with an Oh Death where 
is thy Sting! Oh Grave where is thy Vi- 
tory: We have at once all along the 
quickeſt touches of Diſtreſs and of Tri- 
umph: It were endleſs to Enumerate theſe 
Excellences and Beauties in his Writings, 
but fince they were all in his more pub- 
lick and Miniſtefial Office; let's ſee him 
in his private Life: There is nothing ex- 
preſſes a Man's particular Character more 
fully, than his Letters to his Intimate 


Friends, we have one of that Nature of 


this Great Apoſtle to Philæmon; which 
in the Modern Language would perhaps 
run thus. 7 | wort 


SIR; 
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JI is with the deepeſt ſatisfaction that 
I every day hear you Commended 

* tor your Generous behaviour to all of 
© that Faith; in the Articles of which 
„ had the Honour and Happyneſs to 
« Tnitiate you; for which tho* I might 
« preſume to an Authority to oblige your 
« complyance in a Requeſt I am going to 
„make to you, yet chuſe I rather to ap- 
« ply my ſelf to you as a Friend than 
« an Apoſtle ; for with a Man of your 
& Great "Temper I know I need not a 
more powerful pretence than that of 
„my Age and Impriſonment : Jet is not 
© my Petition for my ſelf but in behalf 
«of the Bearer your Servant Omeſimas, 
« who has robb'd you and ran away 
from you; what he has defrauded you 
«off I will be anſwerable for, this ſhall 
„be a demand upon me; not to ſay that 
« you owe me your very ſelf: I call'd 
* him your Servant, but he is now alſo to 
be regarded by you in a greater Rela- 
tion, ev'n that of your Fellow-Chri- 
« (tian ; for I eſteem him a Son of 
“mine as much as your felf ; nay, me- 
„thinks it is a certain peculiar endear- 
iQtLts © ment 
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ment of him to me, that I had the hap- 


4 pynels of gaining him in my confinement: I 


ce beſeech you to receive him, and think 
© it an act of Providence, that he went 
« away from you for a Seaſon, to return 
© more Improv'd to your Service for 
© ever. | ll 

This Letter is the ſincere Image of a 


Worthy, Pious and Brave man, and the rea} 
utterance of a generous Chriſtian temper; 


how handſomly does he aſſume tho“ a 
Priſoner, how humbly condeſcend tho? an 


Apoſtle ? Could any requeſt have been 


made, or any Perſon oblig'd with a bet- 
ter Grace? The very Criminal Servant 
is no leſs with him than Ins on and 
his Brother; for Chriſttanity has that in 
it, which makes Men Pity, not Scorn the 
Wicked, and by a beautiful kind of Ig- 


norance of themſelves think thote Wretch- 


es their Equals ; it aggravates all the Be- 
nefits and good Offices of Lite, by making 
'tm ſeem Fraternal ; and the: Chriſtian 
feels the wants of the Miſcrable o much 
his own, that it {weetens rhe Pain of the 


oblig'd, which he that gives does it with 
an Air tliat has neither Oppreſſion or 


Superiority. in it, but had rather have bis 
Generoſity appear an inlarg'd Self- love 


than  diflulive Bounty and is always a 


Benefactor 
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- Benefactor with the mein of a Recei 
ver. 1 1 7 
« | Theſe are the great and beauteous parts 
t of Life and Friendſhip, and what is there 
in all that Morality can prefcribe, that 
r | can make a man do ſo much as tlie high 
Ambition of pleaſing his Creator, with. 

1 {| whom the methods of Addreſs are as 
I | Immutable as the Favor obtain'd by 
em. | | 
1 


Here methinks we could begin again 
upon this Aimiable Picture, or ſhall we 
ſearch Antiquity for the Period and con- 
ſummation of his Illuſtrious Life to give 

{| him the Crown and Glory of Martyrdom ? 

| | That were a needleſs Labour, for he that 

' | has been in a Battle, has to his Prince 

the Merit of having Dy'd there, and 

St. Pau! has ſo often in our Narration 

* | confronted Death, that we may beſtow: 

upon him that Czleſtial Title, and diff- 

miſs him with the juſt Eulogy in his own”. 
ſpritely expreſſion that he Dy'd daily. 


Now the Addreſs and conſtancy with 
which this great Apoſtle has behav'd him- 
ſelf in ſo many various forms of Calami- 
I ty, are an ample Conviction, that to make 
our Life one decent and conſiſtent Action, 
we ſhould have one conſtant motive of 
: Living, 
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Living, and. that motive a confidence in 


God : For had he Breath'd on any other 


cauſe inftead of Application to the Al- 
mighty, he muſt (on many occaſions which 
we have mention'd) have ran to the 
Dagger or the Bowl of Poiſon : For the 
Heathen Virtue preſcribes Death before 
Stripes or Imprifonment ; but what- 
ever Pompous look Elegant Pens may 
have giv'n to the Illuſtrious diſtreſs'd (as 
they would have us think the Perſons, 
who to evade Miſeries, have profus'd 
their Lives and ruſh'd to Death for re- 
lief) if we look to the bottome of things, 
we ſhall eaſily obſerve that tis not a 
generous ſcorn of Chains or delicate di- 
ſtaſt of an Impertinent Being, (which two 
pretences include all the varniſh that is 
put upon Self-murder) but that it ever was 
and ever will be Pride or Cowardiſe that 
makes Life inſupportable : For ſince Ac- 
cidents are not in our Power, but will 
(in ſpite of all our caie and vigilance) 
befall us, what remains but that we ac- 
commodate our ſelves fo far, as to bear *em 
with the greateſt decency and handſomeſt 


patience we are able, and indeed reſiſtance. 


to what we cannot avoid is not the ef- 
fect of a valiant Heart, but a ſtub born 
Stomach : Which contumacy till we have 

/// » > 2 
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quite rooted out our Pride will always 
make things too little, and {our Cowardiſe 
too large : For as fear gives a falſe Idea 
of Sufferings and attempts as above our 
ſtrength, tho? they are not ſuch, ſo vani- 
ty makes things deſpicable and beneath 
us, which are rather for our honour and 
reputation; but if Men would ſincerely 
underſtand that they are but Creatures, 
all the diſtinctions of Great and Little, High 
and Low would be eaſily ſwallow*d up in 
the contemplation of the hopes we en- 
tertain in the place we ſhall have 1n his 
Mercy, who is the Author of all 
things. | 
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CHAP. Iv. 


F then it is impartially apparent to 
us that the Chriſtian Scheme is not 
only the way to eaſe and compoſure of 
mind in Unhappy circumſtances, but alſo 
the nobleſt Spur to honeſt and great 
Actions, what hinders but that we are 
Baptiz'd, and reſolve all our perplex'd 
notions of Juſtice, Generofity, Patience 
and Bravery, into that one eaſy and 
portable Virtue, Piety, which could arm 
our Anceſtors in this Faith with ſo re- 
ſiſtleſs and victo ious a Conſtancy, that by 
their Sufferings, their Religion, from the 
Outcaſt and Scorn of the Earth has al- 
cended Soveraign Thrones and Defender 
of the Faith, and moſt Chriſtian King 
are Appellations of the Greateſt Monarchs 
of the moſt refin'd Nations, nor can we 
enough thank the Almighty who has 
diſpos'd us into the World, when the 
Chriſtian Name bears Pomp and Authori- 
iy, and not in its offenſive low and de- 
pis d beginnings : But alaſs its State is 
| now 
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now u as much Militant as ever, for there 
are Earthly and Narrow Souls as deeply 
ſcandal'd at the Proſperity the Profeſſors 
and Teachers of this S.cred Faith en- 
joy and object to em the Miſeries and 
Neceſſities of the Primitive Believers: 
Light and Superficial Men ! not ſeeing 
that Riches is a much more dangerous 
diſpenfation than that under - Poverty, 
this we oppoſe as a Foe, that we run to 
meet as a Friend, and an Enemy does his 
Work much more ſucceſsfully in- an Em- 
brace than a blow ; but ſince the Ne- 
ceſſaries, Conveniencies and Honors of 
Life which the Clergy enjoy are ſo great 
an Offence of their Deſpiſers, they are 
the more engag'd to hold 'em dear: for 
they who envy a Man for what he has, 
would certainly ſcorn him without it, 
when therefore they are both in good and 
bad Fortune irreconciliable to em, may 
they always offend with their Happy - 
neſs; for it is not to be doubted hut 
that there are Biſhops and Governors in 
the Church of Eaglaud, whoſe Decent 
Hoſpitality, Meekneſs and Charity to their 
Brethren will place em in the ſame 
Manſions with the moſt Heroic Poor, and 
convince , the miſtake of their Enemies, 
that the Eternal Paſtor has giv'n his 
n Worldly 
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Worldly bleſſings into hands by which 
he approves their Diſtribution, and {till 
beſtows upon us, great and exemplary 
Spirits that can conquer the difficulties 
and enchantments of Wealth it felt. 


To follow ſuch excellent Leaders, it 
will be neceſſary we now conſider alſo 
what may be our beſt rule in that ſtate 
we call our good Fortune; and enquir'd 
whether Chriſtianity can as well become 
its Profeſſors in the enjoyments of Proſpe- 
rity, as we have ſeen it has in the hard- 
ſhips of Adverſity ; this alſo we thall 
beſt know by contemplating our Natural 
Frame and Tendency which Religion ei- 
ther aſſiſts or corrects in theſe circum- 
ſtances. ä 
The Eternal God in whom we Live 
and Move, and have our Being, has Im- 
preſs'd upon us all one Nature, which as 
an Emanation from him, who is Univer- 
ſal Life, preſſes us by Natural Society to 
a cloſe Union with each other, which is 
methinks, a ſort. of enlargement of our 
very ſelves when we run into the Ideas, 
Senſations and Concerns of our Brethren : 
by this Force of their make Men are in- 
ſenſibly hurried into cach other, and by 
a ſecret charm we Lament with the Un- 

tortunate, 
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fortunate, and rejoyce with the Glad; 
for it is not poſſible for an humane Heart 
to be averſe to any thing that is Hu- 
mane : But by the very mein and ge- 
ſture of the Joyful and Diſtreſs'd we riſe 
and fall into their Condition ; and fince 
Joy is Communicative, tis reaſonable that 
Grief ſhould be Contagious, both which 
are ſeen and felt at a look, for one Man's 
Eyes are Spectacles to another to Read his 
Heart: Thoſe uſeful and honeſt Inftru- 
ments do not only diſcover Objects to us, 
but make our ſelves alſo Tranſparent ; 
for they in ſpite of Diſſimulation, when 
the Heart is full will brighten into Glad- 
neſs, and guſh into Tears : From this 
Foundation in Nature is kindled that no- 
ble ſpark of Czleſtial Fire, we call Cha- 
rity or Compaſſion, which opens our Bo- 
ſoms and extends our Arms to Embrace 
all Mankind, and by this it is that the 
Amorous Man is not more ſuddenly mel- 
ted with Beauty, than the Compaſſionate 
with Miſery. 

Thus are we Fram'd for mutual kind- 
neſs, good will and ſervice, and therefore 
our Bleſſed Saviour has been pleaſed to 


give us (as a reiterated Abridgment of all 
is Law ) the. command of Loving one 
another ; and the Man that Imbibes that 

| G noble 
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noble Principle is in no danger of info- | ai 
ently tranſgreſſing againſt his fellow Crea- | E 
tures, but Will certainly uſe all the Ad- | th 
vantages which he has from Nature and | fo 
Fortune to the good and welfare of o- tit 
thers, for whoſe benefit (next to the A- ſe 
doration of his Maker) he knows he was | pc 
Created: This temper of Mind when nei- | m 
ther Polluted or Mis-led tends to this | te 
purpoſe, and the Improvement of it by | tif 
Rel. ion raiſes on it, an exalted ſuper- bu 
ſtructure which inclines him in his Words | C 
and Actions, to be above the little Crafts | w. 
and doubles with which the World be- tu 
neath him is perplex'd : He is Intrinſecal- thi 
ly poſſeſſed of what mere Morality muſt | ch 
own to be a Fantaſtical Chimera, the Be- ler 
ing wholy dis-intereſted in the affairs of | no 
the Perſon he affects or befriends; for in- rec 
deed when the regard of our Maker is | all 
not our firſt impulſe and defire in our | tre 
hopes and purpoſes, it is impoſſible bur | Li 
that the fondneſs of our ſelves and our | ou 
own Intereſt muſt recurr upon us, and | pe 
leaven the whole courſe of our Actions:] 1s 
When the Fountain is Muddy it muft | bu 
ſtain the Rivolet, and the Przdominant pa 
Paſſion gives a Tincture to all” our cates | an 
and pleaſures ; ſo that Men ordinary Love | thi 
others out of a Tenderneſs to * W. 
| | an 
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and do good Offices to receive em with 
Encreaſe and Uſury.: Nay if we follow 
the beſt Friendſhip we meet with to its 
ſourſe, and allow it to be what it ſome- 
times realy is, a Paſſionate inclination to 
ſerve another, without hopes or viſible 
poſſibility of receiving a return, yet we 
mult alſo allow, that there is a deep In- 
tereſt to our ſelves (tho? indeed a Leau- 
tiful one) in ſatisfy ing that Inclination; 
but that good Intention is ſubject to be 
Chang d and Interrupted, as perhaps it 
Was taken up, by Accident, Miſtake or 
turn of Humour; but he that Loves o- 
thers for the Love of God, muſt be un- 
changeable for the cauſe of his Benevo 
lence to us is ſo; and tho' indeed he is 
not without ſelf- regard in the hopes of 
receiving one day an Immenſe reward of 
all his Labour, yet ſince that is ſeparate 
from this World, it is to all intents of 
Life, as far from the Interfering with 
our purpoſes, as if he had no ſuch ex- 
pectation, and that very proſpect in him 
is not of a ſelfiſn Incommunicable nature, 
but is augmented and further'd by our 
participation, while his Joys are quickned 
and redoubled by the joint wiſhes of o- 
thers: This is that Bleſſed ſtate of Mind 
which is ſo excellently call'd ſingleneſs of 
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Heart, which inſeparable Peace and Hap- 
yneſs, tis not in the power of all the 
FFinſel in the World to diſcompoſe ; for 


to.a Chriſtian and knowing mind Earth 


is but Earth, tho' the refin'd Dirt ſhine 
into Gems, and gliſter into Gold. 


He that thus juſtly values the Wealth 


Which Heav'n has beſtow'd upon him, 


cannot grow giddy in the Poſſeſſion of it, 
for it ſerves only ro expreſs a noble and 
Chriſtian Nature, which diſpenſes liberal- 
ly, and enjoys Abſtinently the goods which 
he knows he may loſe and muſt leave: But 
this extenſive Magnanimity according to 
the rules of our Faith, is not to be be- 
ſtow'd on thoſe only who are our Friends, 
but muſt reach alſo our very Enemies ; 
but good Senſe as well as Religion is ſo 
utterly baniſh'd, the World that Men 


blog, in their very Paſſions, and purſue 


rifles with the utmoſt Vengeance : So 
little do they know that to Forgive is 
the moſt Arduous pitch humane Nature 
can arrive at, a Coward has often Fought, 
a Coward has often Conquer'd, but z 
Coward never Forgave, The power of 
doing that flows from a ſtrength of 
Soul conſcious of its own force, whence 
it draws a certain ſafety which its Enemy 
1s 
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is not of conſideration enough to Inter- 
rupt, for *tis peculiar in the make of a 
brave Man to have his Friends ſeem much 


above him, his Enemies much below 


him. 

Yet tho' the neglect of our Enemies 
nay ſo intenſe a Forgiveneſs as the Love 
of 'em, is not to be in the leaſt account- 
ed for by the force of Conſtitution, but 
is a more ſpiritual and refin'd Moral 
Introduc'd by him, who Dy'd for thoſe 
that Perſecuted him, yer very juſtly de- 
liver'd to us, when we conſider our ſelves 
as Offenders, and to be forgiv'n on the 
reaſonable terms of forgiving ; for who 
can ask what he will not beltow ? Eſpe- 
cially when that Gift 1s attended with 
a Redemption from the cruelleſt Slave- 
ry to the moſt acceptable Freedom : For 
when the mind is in the contemplation 
of Revenge, all its Thoughts mult, ſurely 
be Tortur'd, with the Alternate pangs 
of Rancour, Envy, Hatred and Indig- 
nation : And they who Profeſs a Sweet 
in the Enjoyment of it, certainly never 
felt the conſummate Bliſs of Reconcilia- 
tion: At ſuch an inſtant the falſe Ideas 
we receiv'd unravel, and the Shinels, rhe 
Diſtruſt, the ſecret Scorns, and all the 
baſe Satisfactions, Men had in each others 

| Faults, 
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Faults, and Misfortunes are diſpel'd, and 
their Souls appeax in their Native white- 
neſs, without the leaſt ſtreak of that 


Malice or diſtaſt which fullied em: And 


perhaps thoſe very Actions, which (when 
we look'd at em in the oblique glance 


with which hatred always fees things) 


were Horrid and Odious, when obſerv*d 
with honeſt and open Eyes are Beautes 
ous and Ornamental. | 

But if Men are averſe to us in the moſt 
violent degree, and we can never bring em 
to an Amicable temper, then indeed we 
are to exert an obſtinate oppoſition tro %em, 
and never let the Malice of our Enemies 
have ſo effectual an Advantage over us, 
as to eſcape our good will: For the neg- 
lected and deſpized Tenets of Religion 


are fo generous, and in ſo tranſcendent 


and Heroick a manner diſpoſed for pub- 
lick good, that *ris not in a Man's po- 
wer to avoid their Influence, for the 
Chriſtian is as much inclin'd to your 
ſervice when your Enemy, as the Moral 
Man when your Friend. 

No fince the dictates of Chriſtianity 
are thus excellently ſuited to an enlarg'd 
Love and Ambition to ſerve the World, 
the moit immediate method of ſeeing to 
what height they would accompliſh that 


noble 
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noble work, is taking the Liberty of 
obſerving how they would naturally In- 
fluence the Actions and Paſſions of ſuch 


| Perſons, as have power to exert all the 


Dictates and Impulſes which are Inſpir'd, 
either by their Inclinations and Opint- 
ons; for whatever is Acted in the narrow 
Path of a private Life, paſſes away in 
the ſame Obſcurity that *twas perform'd, 
while the purpoſes and conduct of Prin- 
ces attract all Eyes, and employ all 
Tongues; in which difficult ſtation and 
character it is not poſſible, but that a Man 
without Religion, muſt be more exquiſit- 
ly unhappy, than the meaneſt of his Vaſ- 
ſals; for the repeated Pomp and Pagean- 
trey of greatneſs muſt needs become in 
time, either Languid in the ſatisfactions 
they give, or turn the heads of the Po- 
werful, ſo that tis abſolutely neceſſary that 
he ſhould have ſomething of more inward 
and deep regard, to keep his condition from 
being an oppteſſion either to himſelf or 


others. 
There were. not ever before the en- 


trance of the Chriſtian Name into the 


World, Men who have maintain*d a more 
renown'd carriage than the two great Ri- 
vals who poſſeſs the full Fame of the pre- 
ſcat Age, and will be che Theme and 
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examination of the future: They are ex- 


actly form'd by Nature for thoſe ends, 


to which Heav'n ſeems to have ſent 


dem amongſt us: Both animated with a 
reſtleſs deſire of Glory, but purſue it by 
different means, and with different mo- 
tives: To one it conſiſts in an extenſive 
undiſputed Empire over his ſubjects, to 
the other in their rational and volunta 
Obedience : One's happyneſs is founded 
intheir want of Power, the others in their 
want of Deſire to * him: The one 
enjoys the Summet of Fortune with the 
Luxury of a Perſian, the other with the 
moderation of a Spartan, one is made to 
Oppreſs, the other to relieve the Oppreſ- 
ſed : The one is ſatisfyed with the Pomp 
and Oſtentation of Power to prefer and 
debaſe his Inferiours, the other delighted 
only with the cauſe and foundation of it 
to cheriſh and protect em: To one 
therefore Religion would be but a conve- 
nient Diſguiſe, to the other a vigorous mo- 
tive of Action. 

For without ſuch ties of real and ſo- 
lid Honour, there is no way of forming 
a 'Monarch, but after the Machiavilian 
Scene, by which a Prince muſt ever ſeem 
to have all Vertues,' but realy to be Ma- 
ſter of gone, but is to be Liberal, —_ 
ov W441 | r 3 u 


The Chriſtian Hero. 89 


ful and Juſt only as ay ſerve his Inter- 
eſts; while with the noble art of Hypo- 
criſy, Empire would be to be Extended, 
and new Conqueſts be made by new de- 
vices, by which prompt Addreſs his Crea- 
tures might inſenſibly give Law in the 
buſineſs of Life, by leading Men in the 
entertainment of 1t, and making their 
great Monarch the Fountain of all that's 
delicate and refin'd, and his Court the 
Model for Opinions in Pleaſure, as well 
as the Pattern in Dreſs ; which might 
prevail ſo far upon an undifcerning World, 
as (to accompliſh it for its approaching 
Slavery) to make it receive a {ſuperfluous 
Babble for an Univerſal Language. 

Thus when words and ſhow are apt 
to paſs for the - ſubſtantial things they 
are only to expreſs, there would need no 
more to enſlave a Country but to adorn 
a Court ; for while every Man's Vanity 
makes him believe himſelf capable of be- 
coming Luxury,Enjoyments are a ready hait 
for Sufferings, and the hopes of Prefer- 
ment, Invitations to Servitude, which Sla- 
very would be colour'd with all the a- 
greemens as they call it Imaginable : The 
nobleſt Arts and Artiſts the fineſt Pens 
and moſt elegant Minds, jointly employ'd 
to ſer it off, with the various Embelliſh- 


ments 
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ments of ſumptuous Entertainments, char- 


ming Aſſemblies and poliſh'd Diſcourles - 


And thoſe apoſtate Abillities of Men, the 
-ador'd Monarch might profuſely and 
skilfully encourage, while they flatter his 
| Virtue, and guild his Vice at fo high a 
rate, that he Without ſcora of the one, 
or love of the other, would alternately 
and occaſionally uſe both, fo that his boun- 
ty ſhould ſupport him in his Rapines, 
his Mercy in his Cruelties. 

Nor is it to give things a more ſevere 
look than is Natural, to ſuppoſe ſuch muſt 
be the conſequences of a Prince's having 
no other purſuit than that of his own 
Glory, for if we conſider an Infant born 
into the World, and beholding it ſelf the 
Mightieſt thing in it, it ſelf the preſent 
Admiration and future proſpect of a 
fawning People, who profeſs themſelves 
great or mean according to the Figure 
he is to make amongſt 'em, what Fan- 
cy would not be Debauch'd to believe 
they were but what they profeſſed them- 
ſelves, his mere Creatures, and uſe, 'em as 
ſuch by purchaling with their Lives a 
boundleſs renown, which he, tor want of 
a more juſt proipect, would place in the 
number of his Slaves, and the extent of 
his Territories; ſuch undoubtedly wood 
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be the Tragical effects of a Prince's liv- 
ing with no Religion, which are not 
to be ſurpaſs'd but by his having a Falſe 
one. - 

If Ambition were ſpirited with Zeal, 
what would follow, but that his Peo- 
ple ſhould be converted into an Army, 
whoſe Swords can make right in Po- 
wer, and ſolve controverſy in Belief, 
and if Men ſhould be ſtiff-neckd, to 
the Doctrine of that viſible Church, let 
'em be contented with an Oar and a 
Chain in the midſt of Stripes and An- 

iſh, to contemplate on him, whoſe 
Yoke is Eaſy, and whoſe Burthen is 
Light. 

With a Tyranny begun on his own 
Subjects, and Indignation that others draw 
their Breath Independent of his Frown 
or Smile, why ſhould he not proceed 
to the ſeizure of the World, and if 
nothing but the Thrift of Sway were 
the motive of his Actions, why ſhould 
Treaties be other than mere Words, 
or ſolemn National .compaQs be any thing 
but an Halt in the March of that Army 
who are never to lay down their 
Arms till all Men are reduc'd to the 
Neceſſity of hanging their Lives on his 
way-ward Will; who might Supinely, and 

at 
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at Leiſure expiate his own Sins by other 
Men's Sufferings; while he daily Medi- 
tates New Slaughter, and New Con- 
queſt. 

For mere man when giddy with un- 
bridled Power is an inſatiate Idol not 
to be appeaſed with Myriads offer'd to 
his Pride, which may be puffed up by 
the Adulation of a baſe and proſtrate 
World, into an Opinion that he is ſome- 
ching more than Humane by being ſome- 
thing leſs: And alas what is there that 
Mortal Man will not believe of himſelf 


when complemented with the Attributes 


of Go1? He can then conceive thoughts 
of a Power as Omaipreſent as his: But 
ſhould there be ſuch a Foe of Mankind 
now upon Earth, have our fins ſo far 
provok*d Heav'n, that we are left utterly 
Naked to his Fury : Is there no Power, 


no Leader, no Genious that can conduct 


and animate us to our Death or our De 
fence? Les, our great God never gave 
one to Reign by his Permiſſion, but he 
gave to another alſo to Reign by his 


race. 
All the circumſtances of the Illuſtrious 


Liſe of our Prince ſeem to have 
conſpir'd to make him the check and 
bridle of Tyranny, for his mind has been 
{trengthen'd 
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ſtrengthen'd and confirm'd by one conti- 
nued ſtruggle, and Heav'n has Educated 
him by adverſity to a quick Senſe of 
the diſtreſſes and miſeries of Mankind 
which he was born to. redreſs : In juſt 
ſcorn of the trivial Glories and I'g'1t O- 
ſtentations of Power, that Glorious In- 
ſtrument of Providence, moves like that 
in a ſteddy, calm and filent courſe, Inde- 
pendent either of Applauſe or of Calumny, 
which renders him if not in a Political, 
yet in a Moral, a Philoſophick, an He- 
roick, and a Chriſtian Senſe an abſolute 
Monarch: Who ſatisfied with this un- 
changeable .Juſt and ample Glory, muſt 
needs turn all his regards from himſelf 
to the ſervice of others ; for he- begins 
his Enterprizes with his own ſhare in the 
Succeſs, of *em for Integrity bears in its ſelf 
its Reward, nor can that which depends 
not on Event ever know diſappoint- 
ment. | | 

With the undoubted Character of a 
glorious Captain, and (what he much more 
Values than the molt ſplended Titles) 
that of a ſincere and honeſt Man, he is 
the Hope and ſtay of Europe, an Univer- 
ſal good not to be Engroſſed by us only; 
for diſtant Potentates implore his Friend- 


ſhip, and injur'd Empires Court his 


aſſiſtance: 


— — ́——v— . ——ů——— — 


"IT i. il. —_— N * 


94 The Chriſtian Hero. 


aſſiſtance : He rules the World not by an 


Invaſion of the People of the Earth, bur 
the Addreſs of its Princes ; and if that 
World ſhould be again rous'd from the 
repoſe which his prevailing. Arms have 
giv'n it, why ſhould we not hope that 
there is an Almighty, by whoſe Influence 
the terrible Enemy that thinks himſelf 
prepar'd for Battle, may find he is but 
ripe for Deſtruction, and that there may 
be in the Womb of Time great Incidents, 
which may make the Cataſtrophe of a 
proſperous Life as unfortunate as the par- 
ticular Scenes of it were ſucceſsful. 


For there does not want a skillful Eye, 
and reſolute Arm, to obſerve and graſp 
the occaſion; a Prince who from a juſt 
notion of his Duty to that Being, to 
whom he muſt be accountable, has in 
the ſervice of his Fellow-Creatures, a no- 
ble contempt of Pleaſures, and patience 
of Labours, to whom tis Hereditary to 
be the Guardian and Aſſerter of the Native 
Rights and Liberties of Mankind, and 
who with a rational Ambition knows 
how much greater, tis to give than take 
away, whole every day is: productive 
of ſome great Action, in behalf of Men's 
Univerſal Liberty, which great affection 
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to 'em *tis not in the Power of their ve- 
ry Ingratitude to alienate, he is conſtant 


and collected in himſelf, nor can their 


Murmurs interrupt his Tail - any more 
than their Dreams, his Vigilance ; a Prince 
who never did or ſpoke any thing that 
could juſtly give grief to his People, but 


When he mention'd his Succeſſion to em: 


But what grateful mind can bear that 
inſupportable Ręflection No, we will 
with endleſs Adoration implore Heav'n 
to continue him to us, or expire in heaps 
before his Pavilion to guard his impor- 
tant Life, and in the Joint cauſe of Hea- 
v'n and Earth, our Religion and our Li- 
berty deſtroy like Miniſtring Angels, or 
Die an Army of Martyrs. 


FINIS. 
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